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Whangarei Heads Arts Trail 2021

Easter Saturday and Sunday, 3 & 4 April

he Whangarei Heads Arts Trail has become a fixture on the

calendars of art-lovers from far and wide over the past decade
- artists from Onerahi to Whangarei Heads open their studios and
community spaces every Easter to show and sell their fabulous
art - a great time to get family and friends along, meet artists, see
their creative spaces, and discuss their work: from ceramics to
photography, painting to jewellery, metalwork to hot glass - and
perhaps take home a special treasure.

Maps for the trail will be available, and all Arts Trail participants
will be well signposted for visitors.

After COVID cancelled last year's event, the Arts Trail team set
up an online Browse and Buy page on their website for members
to show and sell their work - do check this out.

New local artists and artisans are always welcome: please get in
touch to join the database for future events.

Also, check the Facebook page and website for the latest
information.

Facebook - Whangarei Heads Arts Trail@whangareiheadsartstrail
Website - http://www.whangareiheadsartstrail.org.nz/
Email: jolene@creativenorthland.com

Drawing - Zoe Watson Pottery leaf - Sheila Blackburn Painting - Viv Ross

RayWhite.

g ~ Joanne Stevens
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Haere mai,

Welcome to the first Onerahi Orbit of 2021 - the year is well into
autumn already with shorter days, falling leaves, and daylight
saving ending soon.

Our community’s response was tested on 5 March with the
tsunami alert, and although the event turned out to be minor, Civil
Defence kept us informed and everyone did the right thing to stay
safe.

This issue of your magazine is full of amazing people and events in
our community - our schools, clubs, arts community, environmental
groups, churches, Government and Council representatives and

workers, neighbours, and local business people - every single one
striving to do their best - thank you all.

One way you can have your say in the region’s future direction
is by making a submission to Northland Regional Council’s Long
Term Plan on what projects and areas our rates are spent on -
submissions close on 16 April.

Check out the dates on the back page for what’'s coming up, and
let us know if there’s anything you would like us to include in the
next issue. We want to print your stories, so if you have something to
share, please contact the Editor by phone, email, or Facebook at the
addresses below.

Nga mihi from the Orbit team.
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Parahaki Pony Club
Ribbon Day

Sunday 21st February was a beautiful day; perfect for
our Club's annual fundraiser. We had a great turnout
of over 80 riders and their families.

The tombola was so popular that it sold out within two
hours, everyone walking away with a smile.

We can't thank our local Onerahi and Whangarei
business sponsors enough for their generosity in
donating prizes for this, and the show rings.

Emma Costello

VOLUNTEERS
REQUIRED!

NEW WORLD

A=)
] .
[rading ours
We need delivery people :
to drop off the Onerahi Orbitin thei G ATRE e
local area. The Orbit comes out five Saturday 8am to 8pm
times a year.
Easter Sunday Closed
If this sounds like you, or someone
you know, please call Bob Smith on Easter Monday 7.30am to 8pm
09436 3681. T e o o et
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School News

Raurimu Avenue School

straight back into it, with offers of activities right

away. We have had the Bike Ready programme, senior
students have started Technology classes, our beekeepers
were back, and we have also started sailing with Sail
Northland. These sessions each week have resulted in very
excited tamariki who at first were unsure what to expect and
have now flourished in a couple of lessons and cannot wait
for the next week to come around.

We have even bigger plans for our gardens this year,

O ur start of this year has been a busy one. We were

Mext Generation of Wireless Security Systems
Contact United Security Services

ask about the next generation alarm system
09 4302303 or sales@unitedsecurityservices.nz

Improve your business administration

Affordable « Customised ¢ Innovative

» Workload database management
» Customer database management
» Reporting analysis ¢ Charts < and more!

&?ﬁ/& Data Solutions .

Excel

Data Management Made Simple.

CONFIDENTIALITY GUARANTEED

Call 027 399 3772 or email w.d@xtra.co.nz

starting with installing a watering system reusing rainwater,
and have planted crops that were nurtured over the summer
holidays and will be harvested alongside our Matariki
celebrations. These gardens also support our cooking
programme.

Our only sadness for the new year was losing our beloved
Principal to greener pastures. We will have a new Principal at
the start of Term 2 to carry on with our vision and values. Until
then our Deputy Principal leads us.

Acting Principal, Moutini Bryers

HARDWARE

iIt's your local

Free Local Delivery Open 7 days

Jo-Anne & Kevin Dean

Phone (09) 436 3114
onerahi@ehammerhardware.co.nz

Onerahi Hammer Hardware
1 Church Street, Onerahi, Whangarei

Onerahi School

Kia ora whanau! As | write this I’'m supported by the
sound of children swimming in the school pool, the
gentle hum of cicadas, and peals of laughter from the
courts. Onerahi School is at its best in these moments,
with children engaged in rich and varied learning. It
also helps when Northland’s weather flips the coin and
it comes up sunny.

Last year we went through a review and refresh of our

strategic plan (please see the overview on this page.)
This involved consulting with many different groups
of people, such as our students, whanau, community
groups, local kaumatua, learning professionals, and
other schools. What came out was a clear direction
for the school. With a focus on hauora (wellbeing) and
developing Onerahitanga (the Onerahi way of doing
things) we know that our school will continue to meet
the needs of our learners.

A key part to developing Onerahitanga and a
localised curriculum (what and how we learn) is
connecting to the past, present, and future of our
area. Trips are planned and if you feel you have a story
or place to share, please make contact at the school
either by coming and meeting kanohi ki te kanohi (face
to face) or by phone.

On our next update we will have children weigh in on
their experiences, including some of their photography
that captures a child’s eye view of Onerahi School.
From everyone here we wish you safety and success.
Kia ora!

Deputy Principal, Danny Hamilton

P NEWBERRYS

SOMETIMES
MEMORIES
SNEAK OUT
OF MY FYLS
ROLL

/N MY
CHEEKS™

ALL-GREATQUOTES.COM

Generations of caring
for our Northland families... since 1866.
Whangarei’s only locally owned
and operated funeral home.
Caring, not corporate.

Ph. 438 2644 (24 Hours)
Newberrys Funeral Home
Corner of Kamo Rd & Moody Ave, Kamo
admin@newberrys.co.nz

www.newberrys.co.nz
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wonerahi
physio.

Elspeth Sugrue
Taylor Wilkes - Nicole Dempster
Garby Smith - Ricky Brijs-Blaak (Locum)

Onerahi Shopping Centre
Call us on 4360919 for an appointment
No GP referral required www.onerahiphysio.co.nz
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Meet a Local New World’s James Varcoe

Onerahi firefighter Jeff Pipe with James and Claire Varcoe, New World owners

Pipe asked me if I'd like to write about

local New World supermarket owner,
James Varcoe - every Christmas James
donates a pile of goodies to the community. He
hands them over to the Onerahi Firefighters,
who drive Santa around the district in the
fire truck on Christmas morning, delivering
surprise gifts and treats to people who might
otherwise miss out.

New World also supports Food Rescue
Northland by donating food and diverting
what might otherwise go to waste:

“Anything that's good to eat, we'll give at
Christmas," says Varcoe. "As well as food,
other donations include beanies, socks and
gloves - anything that will make people's lives
a little easier.

"We are a small community - there are only
two local schools, and we know the kids who
come in not wearing any shoes, or the families
who are really struggling. We want to make a
difference, and support the community that
supports our store."

This caring attitude is typical of James -
last year during lockdown he constructed
an overhead shelter so that people social-
distance queuing outside the supermarket
didn’t have to stand in the sun and rain, and
more recently during the tsunami alert the
New World team provided sausages and
bread to people taking refuge at the Fire
Station.

James’s first supermarket job was at
Eastridge New World in the butchery
department, aged 15. After seven years in
several departments he left for a career
in commercial law. But his love of the
supermarket world drew him back - he missed
the pace, variety, and interactions with
people. His plan was to eventually own his own
store. After a few more years of supermarket
experience and operator training in Auckland,
James found Onerahi New World was for sale,
so he and partner Claire moved to Whangarei,
f and realised James’'s dream of becoming
. owner-operators of their own supermarket.

/ Heather Bell

Last December Onerahi firefighter Jeff

MPC COMPUTERS

SALES :: SERVICES :: SOLUTIONS

« Laptop/Desktop.Repairs

- Hardware and Software Sales

+ Web Hosting & Domain Names
« Home and Office Networking

» Confidential Callout Seryvice

Shop Online for your convenience: www.mpccomputers.co.nz

Call Mike 434 0229 - 021136 4637
email: mike@empccomputers.co.nz

Onerahi
Pharmacy

116 Onerahi Road
Phone: 09 436 0567
www.onerahipharmacy.nz

CnD dvi
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Unichem®

Your local health professional

MP for Whangarei: Emily Henderson
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ia ora koutou, Onerahi! Let me start my first column for 2021 by

wishing everyone a happy Easter. 2021 has already had its difficult
moments thanks to COVID, so | hope you all have a proper break. To those
of you who will work through, my sincere thanks for helping to keep us all
going.

The Government is working hard to raise living standards and my
colleagues and |, pictured here checking out the Onerahi Secondhand
Goods shop, have been building partnerships and gathering local
knowledge about how best to achieve change for Northland.

Many Whangarei schools are already benefiting from the free lunches
in schools programme. Teachers will be noticing more concentration
from kids, and parents are already noticing the difference in food bills. By
June, all Whangarei schools will see the rollout of access to free period
products, so our young women don’t miss out on education due to what
is a normal part of life for half of humanity. Removing these barriers to
education is an important milestone in building a better future for our
kids.

Housing is another complex issue, but we are making progress. In
January we announced that Northland is a priority area for new state and
transitional housing, and that by 2024 the total number of state houses
here will have grown by 688 since 2018.

Our private building sector is also surging, with the highest ever number
of new homes consented last quarter, and a record number of jobs in
construction currently offsetting the impact of COVID-19.

However, recent community cases, and changes in alert levels, are
strong reminders that we all need to continue to play our part to keep
COVID at bay. While vaccines offer much hope, and it’'s great to see them
rolling out to our fantastic border workers, it’s vital we all follow the Alert
Level Rules and continue to do our bit for our precious community. If
you are a business affected by COVID-19, don’t forget there is financial
support available. Learn more at covid19.govt.nz.

X

There is so much work to do, and our new team
is raring to go in our Bank Street office. Call,
email, drop in, or come to one of our community
hui, including our Onerahi Hui on 24 April at the
Onerahi Community Hall, we'll be there after the
markets from 2 - 4pm. Hope to see you there.
Emily Henderson, MP

AN
MADDIIMIS E

REAL ESTATE

* Terms & conditions apply

Maximise your property’s net sale price
without having to compromise
on quality or service

v!:r awards

Top 100
Agent

Tracey Lovelock-Butler
027 8595 777

tracey@maximise.co.nz

WWW.maximise.co.nz
Licensed REA Act 2008

Emily

Henderson
MP for Whangarei

To make an appointment to discuss

O constituent issues please contact
® 0 emily. i

hendersonMP@parliament.govt.nz

Authorised by Emily Henderson MP,
Parliamentary Buildings, Wellington.

BRUCE WEBB GLASS

Independent Glazier

FAST PANE RELIEF SERVICE

phone 438 4332
mobile 027 492 2772
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SRywork Helicopters, Sunair Aviation, Air NZ
- Secure ParRking provided by ‘Lock and Fly’
- Recreational Flight Training and Flying
- Aircraft Maintenance - The Apron Café

WhangareiAirport

Scheduled Air Services
Linking to the World

www.whangareiairport.co.nz
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DR SHANE RETI MP

Based in Whangarei

Working
together

P | 09 438 9992
A | 105 Cameron Street, W¥
E-| shane.re f

Finded by Parflomanta! Lithorisad by Dr Shong Rots MPL- 105 tower Comersm St Whangde

GP Shortages in
Whangarei

rimary care is recognised as the best place

for us to make future health interventions
that will actually shift the dial. Primary care
includes GPs, nurses, pharmacists, iwi providers, NGOs and
many other highly skilled community-based people.

For many years now it has been known that we have an
aging GP workforce with indications that 50% of GPs over 50
will retire in the next five years. Whangarei is not immune to
the GP shortage. Our local workforce is now very stretched
and still recovering from the coronavirus front lines last year.
Our border settings also add challenges. Normally we would
be able to recruit overseas doctors to relieve the pressure and
fill some of the gaps, but our border and immigration settings
have mostly closed that avenue.

The most obvious sign of stress on the GP system is the
difficulty people have in enrolling with a general practice, with
sometimes only one or two practices taking enroliments. The
perfect storm has come together with an aging workforce,
border closure to locums, and more people in the fastest
growing region in New Zealand.

Last year we put forward a proposal to train doctors like
they do in the US and parts of Australia: that is, they are
already graduates who then receive their medical training,
turning out high quality medical graduates three years earlier
than currently. This, and the accelerated development of
nurse practitioners, would help with a system that will soon be
asked to undertake the biggest vaccination roll out ever. They
deserve our thanks and support.

Dr Shane Reti, MP
National Party Deputy Leader

Specialising in Family Law,
Conveyancing, Commercial Law,
Wills, Trusts and Estates,
Enduring Power of Attorney
and welfare and property orders

www.willswestenra.co.nz

Level 3, Tai Tokerau Building
5 Hunt Street, Whangarei

Phone 459 7000

Wills
Westenra

LAWYERS

Megan Wills L.s,8a
Bridget Westenra w8
Maria Davies LLB (Hons), BA
Helen Kaimarama L, BA
Kayla Herbert L8
Jasmine Kim pip.Law

When things don’t go well! »=&
We are here
tfo care ...

offering ...

3¢ Accident and emergency care
s~ Health checks and vaccinations
S Trained veterinary nurses
s> Open 7 days
Sar 24 hour emergency care

PET CENTRES
PH 470 1060

Whangarei = 16-18 Maunu Road
Hikurangi = Cnr George & Park Sts
Onerahi = 165 Onerahi Road
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Like us on Facebook sg¢ www.northvets.co.nz

Onerahi Volunteer Fire Brigade Round-up

From 1st December to the end of February we were called

out 29 times.

A brief overview...

False alarm to a motorcycle accident, Raurimu Ave at
lam.

Oven fire, Ross Street.

Medical call, Manganese Point Road.
Reports of a fire in hotel (false).

Ute rolled over, Whangarei Heads Road.
Vegetation fire at Scott’s Road.

Drowning incident, Tamaterau.

Fire reported, Hodgson Street.

Meter box fire, Commins Road.

Animal rescue (cat up tree), Hodgson Street.
Smoke visible at Parua Bay (nothing found).
Car vs house, Cypress Gardens Place.
Vegetation fire, Pataua South.

Rubbish fire, Grahamtown Road.

Rubbish fire, Friendship Place.

Smoke alarm sounding, Arawa Place.

Car rolled, Whangarei Heads Road.

Alarm sounding, Parua Bay shops.

Alarm in building, Town Basin.

Medical call to boat ramp, Parua Bay.

Fire at Raurimu School.

"Please cremate
me. Don't put me in
the ground where
someone may dig
me up if you move
house.”

The tfeam at
| Stardust will give me
g s a dignified farewell.

Stardust Cremation

Services
201 Te Rongo Road, Parua Bay

Phone 09 436 1333; Mobile 0274 960 462
Email stardusft@xtra.co.nz

{5,
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Smell of burning in house, Manganese Point Road.
Fire on beach causing concern, Tamaterau.
Hodgson Street, smoke in vicinity.

Car rolled, Church Street.

Car rolled (on roof in middle of road), Parua Bay.
Fire in backyard, Clotworthy Crescent.

Fire reported at Pataua (was a camp fire).

Fire in vicinity, Johnson Street.

During the above period there were a few days of
Restricted Fire Season in place (fires require a permit), but
that very quickly moved to a Prohibited Season (no fires at all
with minor exceptions). Calls to smoke or fire seen is often
just that. Might not be out of control but they simply are not
allowed, and with good reason. The formula that determines
the fire season, while complex, is accurate.

It is frustrating to see that fires still get lit, or people
somehow think it won’t apply to their fire. We have repeat
offenders.

Some fires are allowed. A hangi (cultural) for example but
that doesn’t mean open licence. Measures must be in place
(available and ready) to stop any fire spread. One of the above
fires started with a hangi.

All said, the call numbers are actually down a bit on recent
years over the same period. This summer was a bit cooler and
some rain fell so that may have played a part. But for all those
who do follow the rules - thank you.

Onerahi Fire Brigade Chief Fire Officer, Mike Chubb

TCHURCHST 5 tomotive

ONERAHI 7 solutions
T. 09 436 5971 GROUP

E. admin@onerahigarage.co.nz

mia

ASSURED
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Onerahi’s Volunteer Firefighters:

Steve Balks

I 've been an active
volunteer in the Onerahi
Fire Brigade since it was
established in September,
1998. A group of us turned
up to training not really
knowing what we were in
for, and here we are 22
years later, still growing a
healthy and much needed
community service.

When we first began, our
volunteers trained at the
Whangarei Station. After
completing our training
we had to find somewhere to house the fire appliance
as a location for a new station hadn’t been secured
yet. During the initial training it was housed at the
Whangarei Station. When we were deemed ready one
of our members who had an aircraft hangar offered
it as a temporary measure to house the appliance at
night. When responding to a fire call, we had to first
get the appliance out and re-secure the building. Quite
a rigmarole, often with the first to arrive missing the
truck while they re-secured the building. This so-called
temporary arrangement lasted just over four years until
the new station was finally built at its current site.

Tenants

Free Information Session

Migrant.

Te Taitokerau Community Law

TOPICS:  bresents on NEW tenancy rights
Tues March 30 7pm - 8.30pm

WHEN: Thurs April 8 10am - 11.30am

wHERE: Hope Church, Hunt St, Whangarei

CONTACT: To register: ph 438 8046 whangarei@cab.org.nz

Citizens Advice Bureau
Whangarei offers free, face-to-
face support to new migrants.

Citizens
Advice
0800 FOR CAB (0800 367 222) Bureau

www.cab.org.nz

Funded Iy Immigration New Zealand

My family has lived in Onerahi for 34 years and
we love it here. My interests in fishing, diving and
spending time at the beach with my family have kept
us close to this area.

Raising our two girls and belonging to the Fire
Brigade meant many fun days and activities which
were shared with the other Brigade members and their
families.

To date, five original members remain actively
involved, supporting new and younger firefighters
coming up through the ranks. | feel very proud to
be part of a team that helps and supports our local
community.

Onerahi Fire Brigade Senior Firefighter, Steve Balks

Steve is an inaugural member of the Brigade. He has
for many years been our most involved member. No
matter what we did or the extra training offered Steve
was always the first to step forward.

During last year's lockdown he kept us greatly
amused with daily postings of staged photos of how he
was passing the time.

No party is complete without someone being the life
of it; Steve certainly filled that position.
Onerahi Fire Brigade Fire Chief, Mike Chubb

BLINDS
SHUTTERS

WHANGARE|I
Rollers Venetians Verticals
Shutters Curtains

Phone 09 430 3535
Mob 0211 95 35 35

gail@blindsandshutters.co.nz

Is your brand up to date

[] Does it truly reflect your business?

[] Does your brochure tell the world
who you are and what you're selling
or servicing!

[ Are you even visible on the internet?

This is where we can help you... .
TOTA L For effective results

IDEA CO' check s out ot toralidea.cons

GRAPHIC DESIGN STUDIO or email team@totalidea.co.nz

Northland Regional Councillor,

Amy Macdonald

ia ora koutou, | hope 2021 is treating you all well!

At the NRC it's a busy time of year, with staff out
monitoring on farms and in our forests, wetlands,
rivers and coastal environments. From checking water
quality at swimming spots and measuring river flows to
killing pests and protecting rare species, the work NRC
does is interesting and important. If helping protect our
environment sounds like a good job for you, then keep
an eye on the NRC website for job vacancies - there
are new opportunities coming up regularly.

In addition to the work NRC does, a huge amount
is done by Northlanders who put time and effort into
their own local environmental projects. As a chance to
celebrate and say thank you to these champions, we
have our annual Whakamanawa a Taiao Environmental
Awards. We are seeking 2021 nominations now, closing
in early April, so if you know a group doing good work
for the environment please put them forward. One of
last year’s winners was Dragonfly Springs Wetland
- a great project restoring wetland biodiversity here
in Onerahi and protecting Whangarei Harbour from
sediment.

Planning ahead has been a big focus of Council
workshops for several months; we have now prepared
a draft Long Term Plan (10yr plan) for our communities
to consider and provide feedback on. It sets out

11

proposed work priorities
and essentially plans how
we spend your rates over
the next decade. We want
the plan to reflect what is
important to the people of
Northland, so please take
some time to check it out and let us know what you
think. There are options for online feedback on the
NRC website, and there will be face to face events too
(COVID permitting).

As always, I’'m happy to hear from you if you have
questions or issues you’'d like to raise - amym@nrc.
govt.nz, or find me on Facebook: Amy Macdonald -
NRC Councillor

Nga mihi,

Councillor Amy Macdonald

Northland Regional Council

Disclaimer - this is my personal opinion and not that
of the Northland Regional Council

www.nrc.govt.nz

To report pollution and environmental incidents call
the 24/7 environmental hotline: 0800 504 639

NRC predator free project staff

Predator Free Whangarei
Progress Update

A great deal of work has been happening behind the
scenes over recent months and we're excited to be
building up our project team to help deliver on this mahi!
Our current focus is to engage with mana whenua
and the 1845 landowners in the Whangarei Heads area,
to make sure they’re fully informed about the project
and how they can be involved.

A community information session is planned for
Wednesday 21st April at the McLeod Bay Hall.
Drop in any time between 5.30 - 7.30pm.

Predator Free
Whangarei

Tiaki te whenua, tiaki te tangata

Want to find out more?

www.nrc.govt.nz/pfwhangarei
e: pfwhangarei@nrc.govt.nz

Buying or Selling Real Estate

KEEP CALM AND CALL

R

LIST and SELL with me and I will
donate $500 to a charity or
T community group of your choice*

===
| i==-=s)
Refer someone who LISTS and SELLS

’ with me exclusively and you will
receive $500*

*conditions apply

Community
Su pporter

' ame waldw%
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WDC Okara Ward Councillor, Phil Halse

e are just about mid-

term of this Council
and what an eventful one
to date.

Council has signed off
our LTP (ten year plan)
consultation document
and it is not too late for
you to get involved and
put in submissions to
Council. What are your
thoughts on an Onerabhi
bypass? It’s in the plan.
What about an extension
to the riverside beach
development with high
amenity value? More
parking in the village?
Passing lanes on the Heads road? | hope many of you have
attended public meetings and put forward your ideas.

COVID-19 has had a big impact on many of us. Councillors
are very conscious of the effects COVID has had on
businesses and individuals and we are doing our best to
address this issue. Everything we do at Council needs to
be well considered and balanced. To keep business and
employment up, Council embarked on bringing forward a
number of projects already in our long term plan, to help
stimulate the economy; some projects funded in part by
Government subsidies.

Major developments are underway at William Fraser Park
on Pohe Island - new and exciting cycling tracks, a new
skateboard park, the completion of the Northland Rugby

Collier & Jones

DENTURE GARE

09 438 8076 / 114a Bank St,
(Opp Jimmy Jacks)

NEW DENTURES OLD DENTURES
Whatever your needs are v/ Relined
in the way of dentures, talk v/ Repaired

to us! v/ Cleaned

- Free Examination - No Obligation - Quality Assured -
- Eftpos Available - Winz Quotes -

COFFEE COHHEE
$Hug" &CAKE

: on the
rivergide

isn

5 M u 9

@ That's café with a ‘K
only in Whangarei

Riverside Drive Marina, Riverside Drive.

building, this on the area that previously was our district's
tip. Previously | was Chair of Council’s Works and Services
Committee that closed the landfill down and had the vision
to create this wonderful recreation area alongside the very
successful Hatea Loop Walkway.

Driving over Te Matua a Pohe Bridge you will see the
massive new lights installed at Semenoff Stadium. This
along with a big screen, upgraded speakers in the stand,
field drainage works, and changing room upgrades, will see
Whangarei ready to host next year's Women’s Rugby World
Cup games. We are the only provincial region in NZ to host
games.

Early this term | was asked to form a committee with our
local hapu to allow for better decision making for Maori.

Now | chair the Te Karearea Strategic Partnership Forum
Standing Committee of eight Maori reps and eight Council
reps including our Mayor and Deputy. This is working well,
with the members committed to advancing relationships and
priorities. This before the Government confused everyone
with their announcement on Maori wards. Council will now be
undertaking a representation review.

Water reform is seriously being considered by Government.
This is a major concern to Councillors as your Council has
provided an excellent water (drinking) supply, storage dams,
and upgraded treatment plants, with a $30m plant nearing
completion at Whau Valley. | feel we are being forced into a
Northland Unitary Authority with this and we will be asked to
subsidise others.

Thank you for this opportunity to report to you. Keep well,
and enjoy our great district and country.

Whangarei District Okara Ward Councillor, Phil Halse
cr.halse@wdc.govt.nz

AND MUCH MORE!
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

0800 141 402 (Hrioewrint m

(]

info@jop.co.nz * www.jop.co.nz design | print | distribution

Book review

Whangér ei.a photographic
journey through Whangarei and

its glorious coast by Alan Squires

Reading this book reminded me of the title New Zealand
artist Colin McCahon gave to one of his Northland panels -
‘a landscape with too few lovers’.

"I've spent many a day on the sand at the height of summer
and not seen a soul, and | like that." says Squires.

There are only a handful of distant figures in these
stunning landscapes, though there are quite a few birds. The
photographs are a mix of black and white and colour images
that capture the drama and beauty of Northland’s coastal and
rural scenes. Alan’s artist’s eye and connection to the land
shows in each careful image, timed to capture the light, the
mist, the mood.

Squires has been immersed in photography since before
he took his first photograph aged six. His father loved
photography, and through him Alan knew the work of New
Zealand’s great landscape photographers. Not fond of the
darkroom and chemical developing processes Alan says he
only dabbled in photography, until he later discovered the
immediacy of digital photography, and was hooked.

“What really kick started my photography was a desire to
celebrate Whangarei’s landscape environment in a way that
had not really been achieved before.”

The map at the front of the book is a nice touch, as is the
author’s use of local printers for the limited print run of 200
hand-bound copies, most of which are sold. See details of
where to buy on alansquires.co.nz Copies are also available to
borrow from Whangarei Library.

Heather Bell

Canyou /<
imaginea -:
Predator Free
Onerahi?

Tiakina Whangarei would like to
support the Onerahi community to help
make this happen, so birds and other
native species can thrive!

Keen to find out more? 9

info@tiakinawhangarei.co.nz ° °
Tiakina

www.tiakinawhangarei.co.nz
facebook.com/TiakinaWhangarei
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PEPE’S

DAIRY

ONERAHI SHOPPING CENTRE
110a Onerahi Road, Whangarei

Service with a Smile!

Sat-Sun & Public
7 DAYS Holidays: 8am-8pm
09 436 3600

Branching Out Tree Care Ltd

Mon-Fri:
7am - 8pm

www.treework.co.nz

Tree Care Specialists

Qualified Arborist
Ambassador for Trees - NZ  Consultants, Practitioners & Data Collection

Arborists — Tree Surgeons

& Phone us for prompt, personal services & quality workmanship
21 e All Aspects of Tree Work
e Complete Removals & Cleanup
‘ A o Experienced & Qualified Crew
% ¢ Horticultural Industry Trainer
e Stump Grinding
e Public Liability Cover
e Chipping & Mulching
e Specialist Climbing Team
e Large and Difficult Trees
e Single or Massive Projects
e Will beat other Quotes by 5%

www.treework.co.nz

09 436 4466

Mobile: 027 565 7794 or 0508 ARBORIST
Email: p_r.gosling@xtra.co.nz (272 67478)

PAUL GOSLING - ARBORIST
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Predator Free Onerahi builds new
connections, expands network

lans to build predator defences around Onerahi are ramping
up following the latest steering group meeting for Predator
Free Onerahi.

Tiakina Whangarei identified Onerahi as an ideal location
to become predator free because as a peninsula it can be
defended against reinvasion, and there are already strong
community efforts underway to tackle predators. There are
also significant areas of forest around the suburb, meaning the
conservation outcomes for biodiversity would be very high.

Following the second steering group meeting last month,
action plans are underway to increase traps in green areas
throughout the community and also increase the number of
backyard traps in the suburb.

Tiakina Whangarei coordinator Dai Morgan says an important
aim of the project is to connect Onerahi residents to their local
environment. Research has proven that when people contribute
to environmental projects (such as predator eradication), it
makes them feel part of a worthwhile cause, especially when the
outcomes result in more native biodiversity:

“With support from the Department of Conservation in
Whangarei and Tiakina Whangarei, we are making more traps
available at no cost throughout the Onerahi community to build
‘clusters’ of backyard traps so we can start creating safe havens
for native birds and other species. This is a great opportunity
to get to know your neighbours by setting traps together and
seeing the direct result of your efforts as native bird numbers
grow around the suburb.”

Onerahi residents Peter Maguire and Agnes Hermans have
lived in the same home for 33 years and Agnes says joining
the Predator Free Onerahi project has given them a chance to
connect with a wider group of neighbours.

“It's given us a great opportunity to connect with neighbours
we hadn’t yet met, through a community project and shared
interest.

“Conservation brings real value through sharing and our
collective efforts really do make a difference,” says Agnes. “It’s

A group of dedicated volunteers

great to swap notes and data with neighbours to find out what
they’re noticing. It ultimately means we can work at a much
bigger scale and really make a critical difference.

“There’s a lot of untapped potential with Predator Free
Onerahi because a lot of people aren’t yet aware of the project
and they don’t realise it's so simple to get started. It’s easy
to use the traps and it’s great to be a part of the collective
community effort.”

A plan is being put in place to establish bait stations in
Onerahi’s green spaces like parks and reserves, and Whangarei
District Council has given approval for the first targeted areas
around the Onerahi Scout Den and the Waimahanga Track,
with signage and information to ensure visitors are aware of the
traps. The project will also link in with the work being done by
the Friends of Matakohe Limestone Island to build a mainland
‘buffer zone’ to help protect the predator free island.

Predator Free Onerahi needs support from the community for
its vision to be realised. Anyone interested in getting involved
with the project, either by setting up a backyard trap, joining the
steering group, or sharing information through businesses or
community clubs, can contact info@tiakinawhangarei.co.nz or
via the Facebook page TiakinaWhangarei

Rt v 53 456 55

Home from home, with a mini-farm
and big outside adventure area.

® Excellence ® Quality ® Education e Care

THE FALLS ESTATE

A BEGROUP LIFESTYLE VILLAGE

Life at The Falls Estate
means spending time
enjoying the things
you love.

The Falls Estate isn’t just retirement,
but an appetite for living.

437 5844

TIKIPUNGA, WHANGAREI
RVA
SRR

WWW.FALLSESTATE.CO.NZ
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Onerahi to Sark
Jules’ (mis)adventures Part 2: Bloody freezing week 1

It's my first week at La Sablonnerie and
I’'m settling into my groove. | share my
cottage with Sergi who is usually called
Barcelona because, hmmm, he’s from
Barcelona, but | like to call him Serge,
and Nick the gardener from Sussex.

Nick can’t understand why we have to
have guests staying at La Sablonnerie
because they walk on his manicured
lawns and their children ruin his precious
bedding plants when they retrieve their
balls. We are three of only a handful of
staff because it's winter and the rest

of the staff will arrive just before April
25th, the start of the summer season. As
time goes on | look upon this date with
anticipation and then dread.

Back to my first week. My day starts
at 8.00, but I'm the lucky one as the
others start at 7.00. | work 6 days a
week and they work 7.....for a pittance.
At 10.00 Serge cooks us breakfast,
which is whatever can be taken out of
the freezer or a tin; bacon, sausages and
hash browns and usually baked beans.
This is a girl who likes her home made
muesli and yoghurt, so | started a mental
shopping list for myself. No greasies :
for this girl. Serge eats in his room as Serge
he and Nick don’t get on. Nick hates
all foreigners who don’t speak English well and while Serge
speaks English, it's not good enough for Nick. | will come
to learn that Nick also has an anger problem. So Nick and |
eat breakfast listening to the BBC music quiz. Serge cooks
us more greasies for lunch using the same criteria as for
breakfast. Note to self, put lentils and greens on the shopping
list. We do our own thing for dinner, thank goodness, but as |
didn’t know this, | have no provisions. Can’t wait to get to the
general store.

Simple, isn't it, go to the general store. Or go for a coffee.
But not in the winter on Sark. | learn that on my one day off
(Sunday) the general store is only open until 1.00 and there
are NO cafes open in the winter. My backup plan was to go
over to Guernsey on my first Sunday, get off the island, wander
around the shops, feel normal and free. Ferries don’t run on a
Sunday in the winter. Things are starting to look a bit grim.

R e e e R B
TV AERIAL SERVICES

www.tvas.co.nz
NORTHLAND AERIAL SPECIALIST

Two Years Guarantee e 25 Years Servicing Whangarei
SALES e SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION
Christian & Ethnic Satellite TV
Sound System e Domestic & Commercial -
» Radio/FM

FOR EXPERT ADVICE PHONE:

MACK WILKINSON
Ph: (09) 436 0508 i

Mob: 021 992 974

And it’s bloody freezing. | am not allowed
a heater in the office as electricity is so
expensive, so | wear thermals, top and
bottom, a thick coat | had bought in
| London, a hat, scarf and gloves, 2 pairs of
socks and tramping boots.

Elizabeth has this deliberately annoying
habit of coming into the office just before
[ finish at 5.00 to set me a task which she
needs done immediately and will take at
least an hour. After the 4th day | was finally
able to say no as I'm out for a run. It's
dark by 5.00, but | HAVE to get my running
shoes on, along with thermals, beanie and
head torch. | pass the same person with
her dog each evening and say hi. Maybe we
will become friends? (We do). My running
route is 8km from one end of the island
to the other and back and it’s the best
thing. It's keeping me sane on Planet Sark.
= | (I've come to think that | am the only sane

" person at Sablonnerie and that’s a scary
| thought).

Bloody freezing week one is over and I'm
determined to dig deep into my resilience.
This is not going to beat me. I'm a kiwi from
Onerahi after all.

Nick the rdener

Jules Urbahn

FLAMES

Open daﬂ for breakfast

dinner

Breakfast Mon to Fri 7—10am ¢ Sat/Sun 7.30 — 10.30am
Dinner 5.30 - 8.30pm

8 Waverley St, Onerahi— 436 2107 —info@flameshotel.co.nz
www.flameshotel.co.nz
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%4 F'uneral

Prearrange your funeral today with your FDANZ Funeral Director

MorTis,
EMorris
Funerals

HONOURING LIVES
FOR GENERATIONS

For more information about G
funeral planning and prepayment
options, please contact

Morris & Morris Funerals
officec@morrisandmorris.co.nz
www.morrisandmorris.co.nz

094375799

Z ‘ Vince Cocurullo
MNorthland's Fix-it man

IT + COMMUNITY PROJECTS « LOCAL ISSUES

Your Local Okara Ward Councillor

® COMPUTER FAILURE

® REMOTE ACCESS

® EMAIL TROUBLE

® NETWORKING

OR JUST SOME FRIENDLY ADVICE

€) 09 4388 834
@ 021 438 952
@ vince@ cocurullo.co.nz

@ www.cocurullo.co.nz

7 Linked (@)

Tech Advice: How
Important is Your Data?

hroughout 20 years working with computers and in the IT

industry, the common thread with my clients is that nobody
realises how important their data is, until they can't get it
back.

We forget so quickly that our computers or electronic
devices don't last forever, and we assume that because we
have had them for five years without problems, our data
should still be fine. This is not always the case, and it is
typically when we are unable to recover something that we
realise how sensitive our data storage is.

What is “data”?

Your data could be anything from your photos, Word
documents, spreadsheets or even your emails or personal
family tree. There are many options now out on the market
for backing up your important information, from Cloud-type
storage (Apple, Google, Microsoft or various other providers),
to an external device (NAS drive, USB stick, hard disk drive).
All options have a cost and have various positives and
negatives, such as Internet speed and the amount of data
that needs protection.

If you have questions about your data and protecting it,
talk to your local helpful IT person, not to a salesperson, as
there are many possible options that could be applied to your
situation.

A 64GB USB memory stick costs approximately $50. Only
you know how much your data is worth.

Vince Cocurullo, WDC Okara Ward Councillor

WHANGAREI

HEADS
LANDSCAPE
& SUPPLIES
® Aggregates ® Garden Supplies
® Hire EQuipment ® Posts
® Firewood ® Fencing Material
e Water & Drainage Pipe ® Timber

09 436 5638

35 Pataua South Rd, Parua Bay

Open 8am - 5pm. 7 days.

email: whlas@xtra.co.nz,
A/h: Charlie 027 552 2045.

The Local Property
Market

You’re probably well aware of what has been happening in the
property market in the last ten months. If not - here’s a quick
recap:

March 2020 - COVID hits and the country goes into lockdown.
House sales almost entirely stop for April and May. After lockdown
the Government announces new low interest rates. These,
combined with the pent-up demand from the two “missing
months” causes huge demand. Prices trend upwards (the median
house price in Onerahi for all of 2020 was $525,000 - an increase
of 21.8% over 2019 - beating the national median increase of
15.3%). Demand outpaces supply (fewer houses available) and
days on market reduces as the available homes are snapped up.

Phew! Now that you're up to speed, where are we now? The
picture hasn't changed a great deal. The property market is still
running hot and buyer demand continues to outstrip supply.

What next? Over the next few months we should see if the new
LVR (loan-to-value ratio) lending rules have any effect to slow
down purchasers - particularly investors that now have to come
up with a 40% deposit. This recent change may help to cool buyer
demand, but it is a little too early to tell. Interest rates are likely
to remain low for the foreseeable future, which will continue to
stimulate buying activity.

If you are entering the market, here are some thoughts to
consider.

First home buyers: start by getting your financial “ducks in
a row”. Before you begin shopping, speak to your lender or
mortgage broker about what you can borrow. As | write, banks
are experiencing huge demand, and getting a loan application
processed is often taking more time than usual. Don’'t be caught
short - start this process early. This is particularly important if you
want to attend an auction - you need to be approved for finance
before you set foot on the auction floor.

Moving: if you are moving - consider selling first, then buying. |
realise this is not an option for everyone, but some vendors are
receiving multiple offers for their properties. If you can be “cash,
unconditional” you may give yourself an advantage when buying
your next home.

Vendors (sellers): is your home suitable for a first home buyer? If
S0, consider a go-to-market campaign that will allow time for those
buyers to arrange finance (see above). Otherwise, ensure you
have a comprehensive marketing campaign that will reach every
available buyer. Even in a “hot” market, you want as many people
as possible to see your property.

If you have any questions related to real estate - get in touch
by text, email or calling. All conversations are treated with strict
confidentiality.

Neil Campbell, Bayleys Real Estate

Neil C_ampbel.l / 027 452-6024 / neil.campb

f(‘éll@bayleys.Co.n_z BAYLEYS

-

MACKYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
o i ; .
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MARKET REPORT

Onerahi

A

Median Sale Price
$500,000

9 Properties Sold Average Days to Sell 36

PARUA BAY
09436 2740
1379 Whangarei Heads Road, Parua Bay 0174
WELCOME TO OUR
FOUR SQUARE

We're proud to be part of the long-standing iconic
Kiwi brand that has been the local for New Zealand
communities since 1924.

So whether you're keeping it local, or on tour, we're
here to make it easy for you. Become a local, and

shop where all Kiwis love to shop.

Always welcome. Always local. Always Four Square.

Hours:

Mon-Fri: 7:00am - 7:00pm
Saturday: 7:00am - 7:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am - 7:00pm

-

-
.
- T

Y W —
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09 436 0150
09 436 5613

W.HAT. AUTOMOTIVE

Yaour local professional automotive repair centre.

whangarei_heads.autos@gmail.com
www.whatautomotive.nz

ONERAHI DAIRY

Lotto and Convenience Store
114A Onerahi Road

/(=]

Breakaway Holiday Programme = .

Sail Northland is a provider of a newly
launched Yachting New Zealand programme,
Kokokohaha, where students explore theory
and practical experiences of sailing.

Raurimu Primary School has been able to
join us on Wednesday afternoons this term.
A big thank you to the Onerahi and Whangarei
Heads Lions Club for help with sponsoring
Raurimu School and giving students the
opportunity to try out this awesome sport
and have fun out on the water.

A successful junior regatta was held in
partnership with Whangarei Cruising Club
in November, with sailors from Tutukaka,
Kerikeri and Whangarei clubs attending.
Conditions were very windy for some of our
starting sailors, but everyone coped well; we
hope to hold this regatta annually.

If you would like to know more about
our courses, how we can best help you to
participate in a course that suits your needs,
or have any queries, please contact us at
sailnorthland@gmail.com or visit our website.

e are back into another busy first

term, after holding three successful
Break-Away school holiday programme
weeks over the summer break. This

Phone: 09 436 0785 Government-funded Kiwi Sport programme
is free to youth in the community.

Open 7 days Our Term 1 sailing courses include
Experience the Difference Junior, High School, and Adult sailing.
New to our programme this term was the
Church Services Adult Sail Faster Programme where we
partnered with the

Jesus the Christ.... the anointed Jnangarel Crusing
one...Risen that we may know the Group.
transforming power of divine love....

We have had
(elebrate with us at St Stephen’s - 88 Church Street

a lot of interest
and bookings
from schools for

+ Maundy Thursday - foot washing/annointing - 5.30pm, 1st April our Have A Go

+ Good Friday - dramatic and participatory — 1.00pm, 2nd April

Easter Sunday — dawn candle procession - 6.30am, 4th April
+ TeRaAranga - Easter Sunday Communion - 9.30am, 4th April

days, including
far away schools
like Waiotira and
Hikurangi. We are
looking forward to
Whangarei Heads
School attending
for the first time
this term.

High School Sailing

The weather was wet and we were definitely
soggy when we got in, but it was a great start
to Term 1 - thirty sailors on the water; it was
good to meet all our new sailors.

=X R o 3\ I, )Y/ I Roger had our fleet sailors in the Fevas with
the crews swapping in and out.

SUNDAY #.30am Communion Service There were lots of good skills learnt with
.00am Teaching Ministry . .

sailing around a course, windward leewards,
MONDAY 10.15am SitFit some starts practice, and racing, and some
fun picking up the balls out of the water.

Hana and the team did a great job with

the team sailors. Lots of the new skills
learnt last term and at our Kawau Training
showed though. All ten 420s were rigged and

ONERAHI COMMUNITY CHURCH

Sundays 10am Raurimu Ave School Hall

Jesus said to Mary Magdalene at the empty tomb,
“Mary, why are you weeping?”
Overjoyed, she ran to tell the others, “I have seen the Lord!"

HOPEONERAHI

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
135 Onerahi Road . Office: 438 1667
Sunday Worship @ 9.30am. All Welcome!

WEDNESDAY (2nd) 10.30am Ladies'Bible Study
(4th) 10.30am Ladies' Friendly Hour

THURSDAY (every 2nd) 1.30pm Knitting Group
wool donations gladly accepted
contact Maureen at 436 2355 for info.

Mainly Musicin the Church Hall - Every Wednesday
10am (during school term). $4 per family

Contact Nancy Dodds - 436 1444

If you confess Jesus is Lord and
believe God raised Him from death,

you will be saved (Romans 10:9).

out sailing. They made an impressive sight
with the mist hanging over Mt. Manaia in the
background.

We had a great surprise of hot chocolate
and delicious cheesy pasta when we came
in off the water. Big thank you to Margj and
Matilda, our Whangarei Girls' High School
team managers, for the food. A big thank you
to our instructors, Roger and Hana, and as
always thank you to our loyal crew of parents,
grandparents, teachers and volunteers.

Sarah lhaka and the Sail Northland team

e -
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Authorised dealer for
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Volvo Penta and Yanmar

VOLVO
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S
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09 438 3296 « 021 260 0792
admin@marinetechs.co.nz
93 Port Road, Whangarei
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Coming dates &
events

2 April Good Friday

Whangarei Heads Arts Trail (see front page

3 &4 April for more info)

Daylight Saving ends, 3.00am (turn clocks

it back 1 hour).
4 April Easter Sunday
5 April Easter Monday

11 April Onerahi Gala Day, 11 - 2pm Sherwood Park.
16 April Primary School Term 1 ends

Last day for submissions to NRC Long Term

16 April Plan
Hatea dredging barge at sunset. Photographer: Rose Tantau i Onerahi Hui 2-4pm, with local MP Emily
2 il Henderson, Onerahi Community Hall
Onerahi Gala Day 2021 25 April | ANZAC Day
Sunday 11 April, 11am - 2pm at Sherwood Park. 3 May Primary School Term 2 begins
Please contact Bob Smith (09)436 3681, about stalls etc. ;
9 May Mothers’ Day
Whangarei Cruising Club Centennial late 25May | CollaboratioNZ open day, McGregor's Bay
2021 29 Ma CollaboratioNZ art auction, Forum North,
Enquiries to wccinc@xtra.co.nz y Whangarei

Venues available for hire in Onerahi & Parua Bay area

Onerahi Community Hall & Community House [ Julie Dennis 09 43 64439 or 021-034 9943
Onerahi Bowling Club Roger Kerr-Davis 027 390 7185

Onerahi Rugby Club Phiona Raymond onerahirugby@yahoo.com.
Onerahi Soccer Club Fiona Ellis onerahifootballclub@outlook.co.nz
Hope Church Secretary 09 43 81 667

Raurimu School Hall School Office 09 43 60 820 Ext. 2

St. Stephen's Church Hall Paul Doherty 021 189 4797 or 09 43 60207
Tamaterau Hall Dorothy Gallan 0943 63 093 or 021 190089
Parua Bay Comm.Centre Kirsty bjandkirsty@slingshot.co.nz
Taurikura Hall Meg Mclsaac 022 641 9786
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