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 Part 1: Arrival 
On a grey Sunday morning 

in February, a group of 
people stood around five very 
special wooden boxes on 
the Onerahi foreshore. Five 
young kiwi had just arrived 
from Matakohe/Limestone 
Island, where they had spent 
several months growing big 
and strong. Now they were on 
their way to be released at 
Parua Bay.

The kiwi were welcomed 
on to the mainland and 
blessed by local Te Parawhau 
kaumatua, Fred Tito, and one 
kiwi was given the honour 
of a sign language te reo 
name: Kaitiaki (guardian) 
by members of the deaf 
community.

Kim Robinson (far right) 
of Deaf Action said the 
organisation is working to 
raise the deaf community’s 
awareness of kiwi, and this 
sign language naming, only 
the second ever, will help.

Deaf Action is also making 
a documentary on this topic, 
for release in September. 

Heather Bell

Part 2: Kiwi release
Over 400 locals and 

visitors had the thrill and 
privilege to welcome five 
more kiwi to the Parua Bay 
area on a beautiful February 
Sunday evening.

The release was part of 
Backyard Kiwi’s ongoing kiwi 
recovery work in the wider 
Whangārei Heads and Parua 
Bay area.

The kiwi were two adult 
females Hancock and 
Toanga, a male named Kohi, 
and two younger females, 
Jemima and Kaitiaki.

The released kiwi are part 
of a program where young 
chicks are transferred from 
the Purua area west of 
Whangārei to the Limestone 
Island kiwi crèche to grow to 
over 1200g before 
 being released back on  
the mainland.

Uncontrolled dogs are 
the biggest threat to the 
local kiwi population so 
this is the message that is 
given loud and clear at the 
release – don’t let your dog 
wander, walk it on a lead!

First 2020 
Kiwi Transfer

Sign naming Kaitiaki. Photo: Heather Bell

And it is working, with 
over 900 kiwi now on the 
Whangārei peninsula more 
kiwi are spreading north 
of Parua Bay into the “Kiwi 
Link” area, where locals are 
working hard to look after 
their kiwi with stoat trapping 
and good dog control, to 
repeat the success of the 
Heads community.

Update: The kiwi have 
settled well into their new 
home, spending time in 
the wetlands and in nearby 
paddocks feeding up on 
crickets. They will be calling 

to the local kiwi and sorting 
out who will settle where.

Kaitiaki is still near the 
release area on the Ross’s 
property, Kohi and Jemima 
have headed north down 
Taraunui Road, and Hancock 
and Toanga have headed 
east to the pine block 
between Owhiwa Road and 
Taraunui Road.

You can read monthly 
updates on the kiwi, and 
see the map tracking 
their progress, at www.
backyardkiwi.org.nz

Todd Hamilton
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ONERAHI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
would like to thank the wonderful work of 

PRO MED - FIRST RESPONSE 
in setting up a display at the  
Onerahi Xmas Festival 2019. 

Contact was Simon Townsend with his staff Tony Gill 
and Stephanie Sole.

ONERAHI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
would like to thank the wonderful work of the 
ONERAHI VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE 

for helping us and joining in to provide fun to the 
Onerahi Xmas Festival 2019.

Thank you Santa, high up on the Fire truck throwing 
out the lollies. 
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Hi to our amazing supporters, advertisers, contributors, and 
readers. 

Just as this issue was due to print, New Zealand went into 
lockdown. Our team quickly realised that the magazine we'd 
worked on for the last months couldn’t be delivered - our generous-
hearted team of delivery volunteers are mostly retired; we want to 
keep them safe.

Luckily we have the Internet, so instead of publishing both paper 
and digital editions, we decided that this issue could be digital 
only. 

In troubled times, community is more important than ever: 
Onerahi Orbit lets everyone know about the interesting things 
going on, and the good people in our community. We hope you 
enjoy reading about them.

Also, we’d like to know what you’d like to see in the magazine. 
Send us your thoughts, and photos to share. 

email: Onerahiorbitmagazine@gmail.com or post to Orbit, PO Box 
3031, Onerahi 0142.

From the Onerahi Orbit team: stay well and be kind to each 
other, Heather Bell, Editor
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Onerahi’s 
Christmas 
Festival 
2019

Young and old alike enjoyed 
Onerahi’s 2019 Christmas 
Festival in Sherwood Park.

The main man, Santa, with 
flowing beard, sack of lollies, 
and bright red suit, arrived 
on a matching fire engine, 
courtesy of the Onerahi 
Volunteer Fire Brigade.To the 
children’s delight he threw 
handfuls of sweets from 
where he stood on top of 
the fire engine, sending the 
children racing to see who 
could gather the most.

Students turned up with 
tinsel-decorated bikes 
and adults decorated their 
mobility scooters. A bouncy 
castle, arts and crafts and 
food stalls, outstanding 
kapa haka performances by 
pupils from Onerahi Primary 
and Raurimu Schools, a 
magnificent band, Mike 

Dunn’s “Kiwi Breeze”, and 
many other attractions made 
it a fun day out.

The change of format 
- a fun family festival in 
Sherwood Park instead of 
the usual street parade - 
went down well, with people 
lingering, mingling, having 
fun and relaxing, rather 
than heading off home after 
watching the parade floats 
drive along the street, as they 
have done in the past. It was 
also safer, away from Onerahi 
Road’s busy traffic, and 
didn’t hold up vehicles - a 
change that is likely to stay.

Heather Bell 
Photographs: Rose Tantau

Simply Kids
Home from home, with a mini-farm 

and big outside adventure area.

45 Waverley Street, ONERAHI

09 436 2214

• Excellence • Quality • Education • Care
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New Day Café
where      you’ll meet    the locals

Enjoy our delicious breakfasts and lunches, 
or our homemade cakes with a fresh coffee 

or a glass of wine.

1387 Whangarei Heads Rd, Parua Bay Shopping Centre (opp school)

Opening Hours:
Wed – Fri  8.30am to 3pm

 Sat – Sun  9am to 3pm

Ph: 09 436 0184

Enjoy our delicious breakfasts and lunches, 
or our homemade cakes with a fresh coffee 

Onerahi Orbit - May 2014 - Page 15

BRUCE WEBB GLASS
Independent Glazier

438 4332 
027 492 2772

FAST PANE RELIEF SERVICE

Intersection improvements at 
Cartwright Road, street calming 
on Ross Street and the stormwater 
improvements and erosion control 
at the Lions’ Lookout on Church 
Street are nearly �nished.
The skateboard ramps at Sherwood 
Park were found to be health and 
safety risks. With the help of the 
Department of Corrections and 
the community, one ramp was 
demolished, and the savings made 
were used to repair the smaller 
ramp.
The Beach Road seawall 
reconstruction is expected to 
progress towards the Onerahi 
toilets by the end of May.
Construction is about to begin on 
the Bikes-in Schools cycle track 
at the Onerahi Primary School. 
Donations of money or bikes are 
welcome - contact me on 436 
3660.

Cr Brian McLachlan

Our apologies to the 
Onerahi Indoor Bowling 
Club for saying in our March 
issue they play on Thursday 
nights. Their club nights are 
Wednesdays, from 7.30 pm 
to 10pm. More info from Val 

Also, the phone contact for 
the Onerahi Market is Rose 

(Friendship Club) is at 436-

(027) 210-4060.

Progress on 
many fronts

CORRECTIONS

BOAT FOR 
SALE

Immaculate 40-
foot steel-hulled 
cruising yacht 
for sale. 55hp 

with all mod cons 
on board. Must 
be sold due to 
owner’s ill health. 
Whangarei-based. 
For more info or 
to inspect please 
phone the owner 

Onerahi people celebrated 
Waitangi Day at Sherwood 
Park, and it was fantastic 
to see the biggest turnout 
in its eight year history, yet 
the park still had more than 
enough space for everyone.

The three flags were a 
great sight - New Zealand’s 

official red, white, and 
blue, alongside Tino 
Rangatiratanga’s red, 
white, and black, and the 
Australian Aboriginal flag’s 
red, black,and yellow, all 
flying together outside the 
Community House.

There were many food 

stalls selling hangi, fried 
bread, fritters, bbq, ice-
cream in watermelon 
halves, and more, plus 
crafts. Many of the food 
stalls were fund-raising for 
their organisations, and 
some were from our Pacific 
Islands neighbours, with 

their distinctive foods. The 
excellent band, Fat32, kept 
the crowd entertained as 
did Maori kapa haka and 
Pacifica dance performers, 
and families set up their 
gazebos and shelters, 
picnic mats, and chilly bins, 
and settled in for a day of 
entertainment and fun.

For the kids there were 
pony rides and face painting, 
and the Fire Brigade brought 
a super long water slide 
which was hugely popular, 
with a line of dare-devil stunt-
kids hurling themselves down 
the slippery slope.

Even the weather was 
perfect - gently overcast 
so we didn’t roast, and just 
enough breeze to cool the 
dancers and fly the flags.

Rebecca from the Onerahi 
Resource Centre organised 
this festival, and made sure 
everything ran smoothly 
- thanks to her, all the 
wonderful performers, and 
organisations that sponsored 
and supported this event.

Heather Bell

Waitangi Day in Onerahi
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We need delivery 
people to drop off 
the Onerahi Orbit 
in their local area. 
The Orbit comes 
out five times a year.  
If this sounds like 
you, or someone you 
know, please call Bob Smith on 09 436 3681.

PARUA BAY 
09 436 2740

1379 Whangarei Heads Road, Parua Bay 0174

Hours:
Mon-Fri: 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Saturday: 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Sunday: 8:00am – 7:00pm

WELCOME TO OUR  
FOUR SQUARE 

We’re proud to be part of the long-standing iconic 
Kiwi brand that has been the local for New Zealand 

communities since 1924.  

So whether you’re keeping it local, or on tour, we’re 
here to make it easy for you. Become a local, and 

shop where all Kiwis love to shop.  

Always welcome. Always local. Always Four Square.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED!  

Onerahi Orbit - March 2014 - Page 8

Calling all Christians!
There is a great opportunity to meet others who have the 
welfare and wellbeing of our beautiful suburb of Onerahi 

at heart. We meet once a month on the 2nd Tuesday 
from 7pm for just over an hour at the Raumati Cres 

Chapel, just opposite New World. Inquiries welcome – 
Hartley, 436-2355 or Ron, 430-7517.

KIWIKIDS
EARLY LEARNING CENTRE
KIWIKIDS
EARLY LEARNING CENTRE

Jacobson 
Engineering

Pick-ups for boats and 
trailers - 021 061 7356

96 Awaroa River Road
Phone Regan - 09 946 0711

Builder of boats & accessories
Aluminium repairs & maintenance

 Rod holders

 Hand rails

 Rocket launchers

 Steel trailer repairs

COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY

(From Page 7)
Scottish Country Dancing : 
Thursday, 7.30 – 10pm at the hall, 
$3 a session. Wear comfortable 
shoes, beginners welcome. Phone 
Fiona, 437-1817.

Seikukan (Karate) Club : Adults, 
non-commercial, non-competitive 
– Mondays 5.30 – 7.30pm, 
Thursdays 4.30 – 6pm, children 
4.30 – 5.15pm. $10 a month. 
Phone Bob, 436-0036 (home), or 
438-83838 (work).

Sit Fit : Mondays, 10 – 10.45am at 
the chapel behind the shops. Fun, 
keep-�t sessions for older people.

St James Presbyterian Church 
: 135 – 137 Onerahi Rd. 9.30am 
Sunday worship – all welcome. 
10am Wednesdays – Mainly Music. 
Phone Brian, 435-1554.

St Stephens Anglican Church : 88 
Church Street (behind the Airport) 
-  9.30am Sunday worship, all 
welcome. 10am Tuesdays – Mainly 
Music. Phone Mary, 436-0509.
$3 a session. New members 
welcome. Phone Margaret, 436-
0314. 

Tuesdays 
at the hall, 9 – 11am. Very social, 
$1 a session – six tables. Phone 
Alf, 436-0079.

Variety Music Group : 2nd and 
4th Saturdays, 6 – 10pm at the hall, 
$2 donation, bring a plate. 2nd 
and 4th Sundays 1.30 – 4.30pm – 
come and play, or just listen - $2 
donation. 
Phone Barbara, 437-0646. 

War Games : Table top, second 
Saturday of month, 9am to 5pm 
at the hall. First session free, then 
$6. Games last 2 – 3 hours. Phone 
Andrew, 436-2406.
www.whangareiwargames.org

to this feature please just email: 
onerahiorbit@xtra.co.nz

Onerahi Volunteer 
Fire Brigade 

Open Day and 
Monster Garage Sale 

Saturday 29th March 2014
Onerahi Station, 1 Handforth Street, Onerahi
Come along and take a look at what an important 

role we play in the Onerahi community. 

All new volunteers are welcome. 

Free Sausage Sizzle
Kitchen Fire Demonstration

Fire Trucks

Monster Garage Sale to raise funds for the Onerahi Sky 
Tower Challenge team, fundraising for Blood Leukaemia. 
If you have any items you can donate to this Garage Sale, 
please contact Brian on 021 930 951 to arrange pick up. 

NO DROP OFF!

Well he's the guy you may have seen riding round the place on 
that bright yellow vintage Vespa. He's not related to Jamie Oliver, 
but he’s from London's East End. James has actually lived in NZ for 
over 25 years so claims he’s more kiwi than pom. He's also a very 
experienced salesperson: he's done it for most of his life in fact. 
Being born in London you could say it's in his blood! James has 
recently returned to the tropical North, working for Ray White Real 
Estate.

His real estate career began back in 2008 in the face of a 
recession, arguably the hardest time to start a career in real 
estate. On reflection he says, 

"It was the best time to start. You had to be tenacious, 
innovative and think outside the square." 

It's that positive can-do attitude which made him rise to become 

Who is James Alexander...? 
one of the top agents in Bream Bay 
over his 5 years there. 

In 2014, lured by the mountain 
biking explosion, he moved to 
action-packed Rotorua and started 
all over again. Within 5 years 
he again became one of the top 
agents in town and was awarded 
top salesperson for Ray White 
Rotorua, along with other awards 
for community involvement and the 
prestigious Elite badge only a select 
few achieve in the whole Ray White 
Group. 

James is now back in Northland, living in Onerahi and here to do 
it all again! 

If you have ever had the pleasure of meeting James, you'll 
understand why he receives the testimonials he does and why 
he achieves the success for people that he does. His charisma, 
enthusiasm, quick wit and up-beat nature are a winning 
combination.  

What separates James from others is his genuine ability to 
connect with all walks of life. His down to earth manner is his 
trademark. 

James is also a vibrant Auctioneer. It's his passion, and it shows. 
Whether for property or charity, James thrives on the pressure to 
perform. He’s always up for an auction call: being a yes man he’ll 
be there, gavel and smile at the ready...probably on his Vespa! 

If you need an Auctioneer for your fundraiser, an appraisal for 
your property or some friendly advice, just ask him.

Call James, meet James. You'll be glad you did :-) 
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Kenneth Adams: Photographer
Onerahi artist-photographer Ken Adams is creating 

photography as fine art, in a way that he believes no other 
photographer has done.

As a student at Elam, Ken was inspired by Italian 
Renaissance painter Masaccio, whose fresco, The Tribute 
Money, depicts St Peter three times in the same scene 
carrying out different actions to tell a story, much like the 
separate frames in a modern comic.

With the magic of Photoshop, Ken has translated this idea 
into photographs, layering images of the same scene with the 
same figure(s) in different places. This “synoptic narrative” 
technique makes an arresting image, where the viewer’s 

attention is 
drawn to try to 
understand the 
story within the 
photograph. 
Some of his 
images use 
models, others 
street scenes, in 
New Zealand and 
in France, Ken’s 
second home.

Last year his 
sojourn in France 
was coloured 
by the ongoing 
civil unrest of 
the Yellow Vest 

movement. Through a photography group in Dijon where he 
exhibited, Ken befriended local photographers whose images 
captured the unrest, protesters, and armed response.

Once back in New Zealand, and with the encouragement of 
Whangārei’s Shutter Room gallery where he’s a member, Ken 
organised and mounted an exhibition of these photographs by 
Sabrina Dolidzé and Jérôme Gaillard. These are on display in 
the Shutter Room’s Studio Gallery until mid-May.

Ken’s latest photographs will form his exhibition in The 
Shutter Room, Rust Ave, Whangārei, opening 24 April and on 
show until 16 May - all are welcome.

You can read more about Ken’s life and photography in a 
previous issue of Onerahi Orbit at this web address: https://
issuu.com/onerahiorbit/docs/sept2017-onerahi-orbit-20pp

Leaving Without You. Kenneth Adams. Walking with Nona. Kenneth Adams.

0800 141 402
info@jop.co.nz • www.jop.co.nz  

/jopprint

And much more!
All work guaranteed
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Flyers
Posters
Vinyl Labels
Books
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Folders
Invoice Books
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Rack Cards
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BEE LINES

Coronavirus - 
Dr Shane Reti, MP

Hello to the observers of the Onerahi Orbit.
I am your Whangārei District Councillor Nicholas Connop, 

and also Chairperson of the Onerahi Community Association.
I would like to thank our previous editors Lucy Mullinger 

and Jaqueline Lowe for their efforts over the past few years 
looking after the Orbit, and welcome Heather Bell to take the 
reins.

Coming into the position of Okara Ward Councillor on the 
Whangārei District Council has been an interesting time 
indeed.

Whangārei District Council report from our 
local representative, Nicholas Connop

As the only practising doctor in 
parliament and as part of a team 
to the government my message is 
simple, how can we help? 

This is a time for calm 
composure and leadership and my 
caucus colleagues and I are ready 
and willing to help manage this 
outbreak to keep New Zealanders 
safe.

An innovative suggestion I want 
to make to the government is to 
introduce the Health Declaration 
Card (HCD) on flights. This is similar 
to the arrival card except it carries 
extra information such as who the 
passenger is travelling with, e.g. a 
travel group, self-identification of 
symptoms, and whether the person 
has had contact with someone 
with respiratory symptoms in the 
past few days.

During a recent flu epidemic 
the Australian government 
introduced Health Declaration 
Cards to passengers on flights. 
The information that was new and 
extra to the arrivals card included 

alternative seat number if moved, 
and two symptom questions. 
Firstly, “Do you have a fever, 
chills, cough, shortness of breath, 
sore throat, headache or muscle 
aches and pains? Yes or No” and 
secondly, “In the last 7 days have 
you had contact with someone who 
had a severe respiratory illness? 
Yes or No”. This form also required 
a signature with the warning, 
“Providing false or misleading 
information is an offence”.

Air New Zealand is a leading 
airline and so I challenge Air 
New Zealand to create a Health 
Declaration Card using the 
inflight entertainment system and 
then send the data straight to 
arrivals for fast processing when 
passengers arrive. I think we can 
lead the world in this moment of 
crisis and our team is here and 
ready to help.

Onerahi
Pharmacy
116 Onerahi Road
Phone: 09 436 0567
www.onerahipharmacy.nz

I have learnt about some of the process from my time on 
the OCA, but as expected, much more depth and many more 
facets have unfolded as I find out more. I have been attending 
all the workshops and briefings that have been put on for us, 
and have been helped along the way by other experienced 
people who surround me.

Many new plans, projects, resources, and agendas appear 
as soon as I finish going over the last lot.

When a decision needs to be made to guide the WDC a 
vote takes place. I am only one of 14 votes, so I need to work 
with others to ensure we are able to balance the whole of the 
District’s needs.

Some projects, such as the Civic Centre, have been 
happening for many years. The nature of the process can 
mean that while it sometimes appears to have just popped 
up, it has been steadily worked upon in the background since 
studies were done in 2012. Many 
decisions have been made over the 
years. While difficult, it is necessary to 
be able to help the staff to support the 
people of Whangārei District. 

Until next time, thank you.
Cr. Nicholas Connop
Cr.connop@wdc.govt.nz
021453912
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“Please cremate 
me. Don‛t put me in 
the ground where 
someone may dig 
me up if you move 
house.” 

The team at 
Stardust will give me 
a dignifi ed farewell.

committee. 

“Please cremate 
me. Don‛t put me in 
the ground where 
someone may dig 
me up if you move 
house.” 

The team at 
Stardust will give me 
a dignifi ed farewell.

Amy Macdonald: 
Kia ora, I'm the new local 

Councillor on the Northland 
Regional Council. I'd like to write 
an update for the Onerahi Orbit 
as a way to keep in touch with the 
Onerahi community.

Onerahi Orbit:
Thanks Amy and congratulations 

on your new role; can you please 
let our readers know exactly what 
the Regional Council does: the 
difference between Whangārei 
District Council and Northland 
Regional Council isn’t widely 
understood, and especially 
NRC’s role in the latest exciting 
rail transport and North Port 
developments, which people are 
keen to know more about as it will 
affect their lives.

Amy Macdonald:
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supported me in my campaign, I’ve 
had an interesting and enjoyable 
start as your Councillor. The first 
few months were very busy as 
I got up to speed with NRC’s 
work and found my feet. Now, 
a usual week for me involves a 
LOT of reading and emails, 2-3 
days of workshops/meetings, 
and attending extra community 
meetings and events. I also Chair 
the Climate Change Working Party.  

The roles of the two councils 
are quite different, the Whangārei 
District Council has many local 
responsibilities including roads, 
footpaths, parks and recreation 
areas, community amenities, 
rubbish and recycling. The 
Northland Regional Council has 
a broader role for the whole 
of Northland, with a focus on 
environmental management 
as well as social, cultural and 

Northland Regional Council report from local 
representative, Amy Macdonald

Collier & Jones
DENTURE CARE

OLD DENTURES
4 Relined
4 Repaired
4 Cleaned

09 438 8076 / 114a Bank St, 
(Opp Jimmy Jacks)

• Free Examination • No Obligation • Quality Assured • 
• Eftpos Available • Winz Quotes •

NEW DENTURES
Whatever your needs are
in the way of dentures, talk 
to us!

economic development. There are 
loads of interesting projects but 
some simple examples of things 
NRC does that relate to our daily 
lives are:
● Environmental protection 

through regional rules and 
monitoring, and supported 
by information, advice and 
environmental grants

● For urgent environmental/
pollution issues NRC has a 
pollution hotline 0800 504 639

● Supporting business and 
community initiatives that 
benefit Northland with 
scholarships, grants and awards

● Maritime safety in the harbour 
and the city bus network that 
runs in Onerahi/Whangārei

● Civil defence including flood and 
drought responses and tsunami 
warning sirens
There is big interest in central 

government investing in Northland, 
including possible projects for 
roading, rail, port expansion and 
a new naval base.  While the 
detail and government decisions 
are yet to come, as the majority 
shareholder in Marsden Maritime 
Holdings and an environmental 
regulator, the Northland Regional 
Council needs to maintain a 
level of separation at this point. 
However, the regional council 
has long recognised the tension 
between economic development 
and environmental sustainability 
and seeks to manage this in such 
a way that growth doesn’t happen 
at the expense of our environment. 
In a recent media release our Chair 
Penny Smart was quoted saying 
“As a council with a key part to 

play, we look forward to actively 
working with tangata whenua, 
our wider community, central 
government and key partners to 
consider these opportunities in 
more detail and how these can be 
advanced to the best benefit of our 
region.”  
 
To get in touch: facebook.com/amymacdonaldregionalcouncil/ 
and email amym@nrc.govt.nz. Nga mihi

MPC Computers
SALES :: SERVICES :: SOLUTIONS

• Laptop/Desktop Repairs  
• Hardware and Software Sales 
• Web Hosting & Domain Names 
• Home and Office Networking 
• Confidential Callout Service

Shop Online for your convenience: www.mpccomputers.co.nz

Call Mike 434 0229 • 021 136 4637
email: mike@mpccomputers.co.nz
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MP Phil is looking 
for a change

Phil Heatley, Whangarei’s Onerahi-based MP for 

He isn’t standing in the September 20th General 
Election – a decision which surprised many people.
“I’ve been doing it for 15 years and have enjoyed 
it immensely,” he told the Orbit. “It’s been the best 
time of my life and my family’s life. But I’m only 47, 
and that gives me time to get into something else – 
preferably in PR, and preferably related to one of my 
ministerial roles – ie �shing, aquaculture, or energy 
and resources.”
Phil won the Whangarei seat in 1999 with a majority of 
1,924. In 2011 his majority had climbed to 12,447 – a 
remarkable record for a National MP in a seat many 
people see as ‘working class.’
“Everyone knows everyone else around here and if 
you can build a good reputation they’ll support you,” 
he says. “You can’t get away with being a ratbag in a 
town like this.”
So wife Jenny, who is a nurse, daughters Nina (13) 
and McKenzie (8)  and son Bryn (14) are likely to see 
more of  their husband and dad in the future. And he 
still has four months to �nd that job. 

Hon Phil Heatley Onerahi 
Garage
Ph 09 436 5971

Open Saturday Mornings

PEPE’S
D A I R Y

09 436 3600

ONERAHI SHOPPING CENTRE
110a Onerahi Road, Whangarei

Mon-Fri:
7am - 8pm

Sat-Sun & Public
Holidays: 8am-8pm

Service with a Smile!
OPEN 

7 DAYS

“A PLACE JUST LIKE HOME”

Come in and see for yourself!

Simply Kids 
Multi-lingual Preschool

45 Waverly Street, ONERAHI

* Excellence * Quality 
* Education * Care

35 Kaka Street, Whangarei
T: 09 438 6416  M: 0274 999 493

www.neilmcleodupholstery.co.nz

The Heatley family – Nina, Jenny, McKenzie, 
Bryn and Phil, with the family pet, Eros.

Onerahi Orbit - May 2014 - Page 11

MP Phil is looking 
for a change

Phil Heatley, Whangarei’s Onerahi-based MP for 

He isn’t standing in the September 20th General 
Election – a decision which surprised many people.
“I’ve been doing it for 15 years and have enjoyed 
it immensely,” he told the Orbit. “It’s been the best 
time of my life and my family’s life. But I’m only 47, 
and that gives me time to get into something else – 
preferably in PR, and preferably related to one of my 
ministerial roles – ie �shing, aquaculture, or energy 
and resources.”
Phil won the Whangarei seat in 1999 with a majority of 
1,924. In 2011 his majority had climbed to 12,447 – a 
remarkable record for a National MP in a seat many 
people see as ‘working class.’
“Everyone knows everyone else around here and if 
you can build a good reputation they’ll support you,” 
he says. “You can’t get away with being a ratbag in a 
town like this.”
So wife Jenny, who is a nurse, daughters Nina (13) 
and McKenzie (8)  and son Bryn (14) are likely to see 
more of  their husband and dad in the future. And he 
still has four months to �nd that job. 

Hon Phil Heatley Onerahi 
Garage
Ph 09 436 5971

Open Saturday Mornings

PEPE’S
D A I R Y

09 436 3600

ONERAHI SHOPPING CENTRE
110a Onerahi Road, Whangarei

Mon-Fri:
7am - 8pm

Sat-Sun & Public
Holidays: 8am-8pm

Service with a Smile!
OPEN 

7 DAYS

“A PLACE JUST LIKE HOME”

Come in and see for yourself!

Simply Kids 
Multi-lingual Preschool

45 Waverly Street, ONERAHI

* Excellence * Quality 
* Education * Care

35 Kaka Street, Whangarei
T: 09 438 6416  M: 0274 999 493

www.neilmcleodupholstery.co.nz

The Heatley family – Nina, Jenny, McKenzie, 
Bryn and Phil, with the family pet, Eros.

Our summers are getting 
longer, hotter, and dryer, so 
our gardens need to change 
from thirsty sponges to 
clever water conservers. As 
droughts and restrictions 
become more common, 
people are looking for ways 
to have a great looking 
garden which can thrive with 
less water.

The first step is the soil: 
it must drain well, yet hold 

Gardening in a Dry Climate

moisture. Clays need organic 
matter such as compost 
to improve and open their 
structure, so they can go 
through a summer without 
baking like brick or cracking 
up; sandy and light free-
draining volcanic soils also 
need organic additions like 
compost or peat to help them 
retain water.

The second step is planting 
the right plants - look at what 

does well in your 
area, especially 
in places that 
aren’t watered. 
Many native and 
imported shrubs 
and trees that 
have adapted 
to dry or coastal 
conditions are 
ideal. Some 
water-conserving 
adaptations to 
look for are grey, 
furred leaves 
(Celmisia daisies, 
Protea), needle-
like leaves (Pinus, 
Grevillia), a tough, 
waxy leaf surface 
(Coprosma, 
Pohutukawa, 
Astelia), fleshy 
succulent leaves 
(Agave, Sedum, 
Aloe).

These are just 
a few examples; 
there are many 
well-adapted 
plants available, 
and often one 
plant will use 
several tricks 
to conserve 
moisture. Your 

local garden centre or 
gardening club is a great 
source of information and 
advice, and a visit to the 
Quarry Gardens, or peering 
over fences, can let you see 
the mature trees or shrubs. 
So then all you have to do is 
decide on a garden layout, 
choose your plants, and 
plant them (and water well) 
into their new home with a 
good amount of compost.

Step three is covering the 
damp soil - a thick layer of 
mulch is one of the best 
ways to stop evaporation 
and keep moisture in the 
earth, keeping the roots cool 
and moist. Layered sheets 
of organic material such as 
old carpet (natural fibres, 
not nylon), wool, paper and 
cardboard on the soil, then 
tree chippings, bark, hay, on 
top in a 10 to 20 cm thick 
layer will act like a duvet 
over the ground, keeping 
it moist. It’s important to 
keep the mulch away from 
trunks - bark will rot if kept 
permanently wet. Also, don’t 
put mulch on top of dry soil 
or it will stay dry. Water the 
ground well before mulching, 
and the mulch will keep 
water in. Then, every time 
you water your plants you’ll 
know that the water will filter 
through into the soil, and not 
evaporate straight back to 
the sky.

As well as keeping 
moisture around plant roots 
where it’s needed, this 
mulch blanket will smother 
weeds, provide food and 
home for worms and other 
creatures that build healthy 
soil, and will decompose 
over time, making your 
soil even richer. If you top 
the mulch layer up after 
fertilising the ground each 
spring, your trees and 
shrubs will be set to survive 
another dry summer in 
2021.

Heather Bell
Photos by Heather Bell

Plants in Whangārei 
Quarry Gardens
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Kindergarten means 
children’s garden, and 
Onerahi Kindergarten lives 
up to its name. Engaged, 
happy children play outside 
where paths weave around 
tall nikau palms, with a huge 
Liquidambar tree in the 
centre, and shade sails keep 
everyone sun-safe.

Indoors children make 
artwork, wooden block 
structures, use playdough, 
puzzles, and books, all under 
the supervision of 100% 
qualified staff.

Head teacher Sue Guiney 

showed me around, and 
explained that they are 
part of the Enviroschools 
programme, so operate as 
sustainably as possible - they 
shop for supplies re-using 
their own containers; they 
have a worm farm and 
composting system; they 
grow food plants, and recycle 
all they can, keeping waste to 
a minimum, all while teaching 
pupils how the natural world 
works.

The outside environment 
has many areas of native 
plantings, and a pebbly 

stream bed leading to 
a mud pit, enriching the 
kindergarten’s surroundings.

Onerahi Kindergarten 
is community-based, and 
has deep connections 
with different places in 
the community as part of 
the children’s outdoor and 
sustainability education. 
They are encouraged to 
learn about how the larger 
environment works through 
experiences such as visits 
to local wetland sanctuary 
Dragonfly Springs.

Onerahi Kindergarten 

provides the only fees-free, 
not-for-profit early childhood 
education in this community, 
offering quality education 
and care for children from 
two to six years old.

In Sue’s words, “We want 
to make it possible for all 
children to have the best 
early education experiences 
to be life-long learners.
Through the rich programme, 
children are grown as 
leaders who are kaitiaki of 
Papatuanuku.”

Heather Bell

Onerahi Kindergarten - a place to explore

Come and see what Onerahi kindergarten 
has to offer your child and whanau.

We take enrolments from any age.
Everyone is welcome!

6 Bayswater Place, Onerahi
Phone: 4361688

Email: onerahi@nka.org.nz
Website: www.nka.org.nz

• Zero Fees!
• 100% qualified teachers
• We welcome children from 2 - 6 years
• Monday to Friday from 8.30am - 2.30pm
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it immensely,” he told the Orbit. “It’s been the best 
time of my life and my family’s life. But I’m only 47, 
and that gives me time to get into something else – 
preferably in PR, and preferably related to one of my 
ministerial roles – ie �shing, aquaculture, or energy 
and resources.”
Phil won the Whangarei seat in 1999 with a majority of 
1,924. In 2011 his majority had climbed to 12,447 – a 
remarkable record for a National MP in a seat many 
people see as ‘working class.’
“Everyone knows everyone else around here and if 
you can build a good reputation they’ll support you,” 
he says. “You can’t get away with being a ratbag in a 
town like this.”
So wife Jenny, who is a nurse, daughters Nina (13) 
and McKenzie (8)  and son Bryn (14) are likely to see 
more of  their husband and dad in the future. And he 
still has four months to �nd that job. 

Hon Phil Heatley Onerahi 
Garage
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The Heatley family – Nina, Jenny, McKenzie, 
Bryn and Phil, with the family pet, Eros.
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“After the ritual of prayer the kids 
all joined and turned over the first 
soil and then everyone got involved, 
which was good. Everyone pulled 
out the weeds and that was all 
teamwork. 

“They dug two rows about six 
metres long and one metre wide,” 
said Buck Cullen, fellow kumara 
planter.

“They [the rows} just go with the 
contour of the land,” Fred said.

“This took 
a little while 
and the beds 
were nice 
and soft.

“Then the 
Maori have 
a ritual to 
acknowledge 
the kumara. 

“Acknow-
ledging it as 
a descendant 
of Rongo  
ma Tane  
and having 
the children 
plant the 
very first one 
and then 
everyone 
else comes in and has the 
opportunity to plant too.

“Before we planted we had a 
ritual prayer for the kumara and as 
I grabbed one [a kumara] – I  never 
saw it, never saw it at all – there was 
a lizard that came up because there’s 
two rows. Came up on the outside one 
on the left side, went into the middle 
and had a look and then it turned 
around and went down the middle.

“At that same time there was a  
tui doing a similar thing. Supporting,  
I believe, what was just a happening.”

Fred did not see the lizard but 

others had and he said to them: 
“If it had opened its mouth I would 
have said: ‘We’re not planting there. 
There’s something there that is  
not supposed to be disturbed’."

But, he said, it just looked around 
“and realised ‘oh it’s only you fellas,’  
so that made it safe,” he said.

“I picked a kumara from one 
container, I asked for all the kids  
to come and plant the first one with 
me. So they did. They all came ‘round 
and we planted the second one too. 

Then the 
adults had an 
opportunity 
to plant.

 “And then 
we had our 
closing off 
ceremony 
and voila!” 

He thanks 
rangers 
Emma Craig 
and Jono 
Carpenter 
for caring for 
the kumara 
and watering 
them. 

The 
kumara 
experienced 

their first casualties – the pukeko  
got at them. So the rangers covered 
the kumara with chicken mesh.  
Fred is grateful to them. 

“We went to the island a month 
ago for an update. Channel North 
was there again and Kim Hill from 
Radio New Zealand wants to come 
up for the harvest. She wants to  
see the kumara and our gardens.  
So, word is getting out there.”  

– Jacque Lowe
Information source: NZPA
*   DSIR: Department of Scientific and Industrial 

Research

Fred Tito in stripes and Buck Cullen, 
left with whanau gather around  
the Wai-A-Ariki Fruit Forest plot of 
flourishing taputini kumara.

Tutor’s generous 
gift lifts hearts
Gift of a precious taonga is finding its way 
back into the soil of Matakohe-Limestone 
Island thanks in part to the generosity of 
NorthTec Horticulture and Sustainability 
tutor Jamie Hancox.  
One of his colleagues gave Mr Hancox  
waste plant material from his compost  
heap. He propagated them in autumn and 
over winter.

“I grew a crop first. When I got tubers  
from the crop I shared them out. I gave 
some of them to Kaumatua Fred Tito to 
plant in the Wai-A-Ariki Onerahirahi Food 
Forest,” he said.

He had taputini, hutihuti and rekamaroa 
varieties which he got through a contact 
at Koanga Institute, which was given them 
by the late Te Rarawa Kuia Dell Wihongi a 
member of Te Pu Hao Rangi Trust, guardians 
of the early kumara.

Mr Hancox also said he had heard of  
a family up north who “liked to live as much 
the old way as they can” who were growing  
all three varieties as well.

Mr Hancox said the three varieties, hutihuti, 
taputini and rekamaroa have a growing habit 
of clumping, “They don’t spread. Owairaka  
red kumara ramble everywhere. It is a  
waina or vining variety.” he said.

In 1963 a large collection of over 600 
kumara cultivars, from around the Pacific, 
the work of Dr Douglas E. Yen, which 
included some New Zealand samples  
was reportedly taken to Japan to be stored  
in germplasm for safekeeping. 

A delegation of Maori dignitaries went  
over to Japan in 1988 and nine New Zealand 
species were ceremoniously handed over  
to  the group to bring back to New Zealand. 

On their return Dell Wihongi distributed 
them to various organisations mainly iwi 
groups and people like Kay Baxter, CEO/
managing director of Koanga Institute  
at Wairoa.    – Jacque Lowe

Information source: NZPA 

On the first of March, over 
60 riders and their families 
came to Cartwright Road, 
Onerahi, for Parahaki Pony 
Club's Ribbon Day  - some 
of them Parahaki Pony Club 
members, others not, as this 
event was open to all. Ribbon 
Days are about all ages and 
abilities of riders, from the 
lead rein ponies to the senior 
riders. 

“The focus is on fun 

Parahaki Pony Club
and learning,” said Emma 
Costello, “and we certainly 
feel that was what we 
achieved.”

“We were really worried 
about how hard the ground 
would be, so were delighted 
with some rain in the days 
before.” said Julie Alderton, 
Treasurer.

“We’re very proud of what 
we achieved with such 
a small team,” said club 

Secretary, Suzie Evason. 
“We’re grateful to all the 
ex-members and extended 
family that come along to 
help every year.”

The Ribbon Day raises 
funds for the small pony 
club from entry fees and 
extremely popular raffles. 
Onerahi-based Northland 
Saddlery Services donated a 
complete saddle fitting, and 
Corrosion Control donated a 
$500 value prize. Numerous 
businesses in Onerahi and 
Whangārei donated for the 
tombola, where every ticket 
buyer walked away with a 
prize.

Rallies happen on most 
Thursday nights through the 
season.

Riders interested in joining 
the club should contact 
Suzie on 022 434 0289 or 
parahaki.ponyclub@gmail.
com.
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Get your Pre Need Pack today 

Ph: 438 2644  
or email admin@newberrys.co.nz   

www.newberrys.co.nz

Have you had that difficult discussion with 
your family?

Do you have a Pre Need plan  
in place for your funeral?

Plan the farewell you would want with the Plan the farewell you would want with the 
funeral home that has been here  funeral home that has been here  

since pioneering days.since pioneering days.

Lore

L

You might be looking for fun activities for children during the 
extended school break, that fit with the COVID-19 isolation 
guidelines, and don’t cost a lot. It’s good to get outside 
away from screens if the weather’s nice, and if it’s rainy do 
inventive things together inside.

Here are a few ideas:
- Make a treasure map and have a backyard treasure hunt
- Peg sheets or tarps on the clothesline to make a tent, and 

have a picnic in there; if it’s rainy you can put sheets over 
the dining table and have an indoor tent picnic

- Detective game: draw a chalk outline around a person on 
concrete path or driveway, or a string outline on grass or 
carpet; take turns to place a few clues around, and see 
who can solve the crime

- Make pizza together - fun mini-pizzas can have faces made 
from salami eyes, capsicum strip mouths, tomato slice 
noses  

- For older children - plan and make a dinner (with your 
guidance); you never know, they might be a future 
Masterchef!

- Go on a nature hunt in your backyard - see how many 
creatures or types of plants you can spot

School holiday fun

- Collect autumn leaves and make collages, or tie them 
on with string to camouflage something in your garden - 
letterbox, clothesline pole, brother, etc.

- Dig out those old board games and cards
- Invent new board games or adapt old ones just for your 

family
- Make Mother’s Day cards, presents, decorations
- Make and fly a kite (not near power lines).

Please send us pictures of what you did so we can put them 
in the next Onerahi Orbit:

onerahiorbitmagazine@gmail.com or PO Box 3031 Onerahi
Heather Bell

Parahaki Pony Club would like to thank the 
following local businesses for their sponsorship of 
our annual Ribbon Day, which was held on Sunday 

1st March 2020:

Action Zone
Advance Pump and Dairy
Animates
Arnold Franks
Beekind
Bindons
Biodetox
Bocky Boo Gelato
Corrosion Control
Domino’s Pizza Whangārei
Dressage with Deb
Eurostables
Event Cinema Whangārei
Evolution Equestrian
Extreme Mini Golf
Farm Source
Farmlands
Feast India
Flip Out
Hammer Hardware Onerahi
Happy Save
Heads Up Adventure Park
Healthy Horses
Hirepool Whangārei

I&E Job Done
Johnco Fence Hire
Life Pharmacy Whangārei
Missing Link Cycles
New World Onerahi
Northland Saddlery 
Services
Northland Veterinary Group
Onerahi Dairy
Pepe's Dairy 
Piggery Bookshop
Place Getters
Precision Saddle Fit
Repco Whangārei
Rust Avenue Pharmacy
Saddlery Warehouse 
Whangārei
Sister Golden
Spurs at Horse World
Steve Clark Equine Dentist
The Wilson Sisters
TW Equestrian
Unichem Onerahi Pharmacy
Viola Organics
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Get your Pre Need Pack today 

Ph: 438 2644  
or email admin@newberrys.co.nz   

www.newberrys.co.nz

Have you had that difficult discussion with 
your family?

Do you have a Pre Need plan  
in place for your funeral?

Plan the farewell you would want with the Plan the farewell you would want with the 
funeral home that has been here  funeral home that has been here  

since pioneering days.since pioneering days.

Lore

L

You might be looking for fun activities for children during the 
extended school break, that fit with the COVID-19 isolation 
guidelines, and don’t cost a lot. It’s good to get outside 
away from screens if the weather’s nice, and if it’s rainy do 
inventive things together inside.

Here are a few ideas:
- Make a treasure map and have a backyard treasure hunt
- Peg sheets or tarps on the clothesline to make a tent, and 

have a picnic in there; if it’s rainy you can put sheets over 
the dining table and have an indoor tent picnic

- Detective game: draw a chalk outline around a person on 
concrete path or driveway, or a string outline on grass or 
carpet; take turns to place a few clues around, and see 
who can solve the crime

- Make pizza together - fun mini-pizzas can have faces made 
from salami eyes, capsicum strip mouths, tomato slice 
noses  

- For older children - plan and make a dinner (with your 
guidance); you never know, they might be a future 
Masterchef!

- Go on a nature hunt in your backyard - see how many 
creatures or types of plants you can spot

School holiday fun

- Collect autumn leaves and make collages, or tie them 
on with string to camouflage something in your garden - 
letterbox, clothesline pole, brother, etc.

- Dig out those old board games and cards
- Invent new board games or adapt old ones just for your 

family
- Make Mother’s Day cards, presents, decorations
- Make and fly a kite (not near power lines).

Please send us pictures of what you did so we can put them 
in the next Onerahi Orbit:

onerahiorbitmagazine@gmail.com or PO Box 3031 Onerahi
Heather Bell
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CONFIDENCE
FROM

RELIABLITY
• Sales, Service, Repairs

• Engines
• Drive Systems

• Maintenance Kits
• Pumps

• Electronics
• Generators

• Filters

Sue Cammell
09 438 3296 • 021 260 0792

admin@RayRobertsMarine.co.nz
93 Port Road, Whangarei

AUTOMOTIVE
& MARINE

ELECTRICAL 
AND

BATTERIES

2 Herekino Street,
Whangarei

autotechnorth@xtra.co.nz
www.careelectronics.co.nz

438 3063

High Tide

Whangārei Young Mariners

Young Mariners is a New Zealand-
wide organisation for girls 8 - 19 
years old. We provide opportunities 
for fun, friendship and adventure with 
a focus on water sports. Girls are 
encouraged to reach their potential, be 
independent, confident and caring. We 

empower their leadership, and develop 
their decision-making and life skills. 
They also become amazing sailors! 

Sailing skills are built up through a 
combination of fun outings combined 
with races to add the spice of 
competition. Our Whangārei group 

attends the Sea Scout Regatta each 
year and competes, as well as taking 
part in an annual Easter Regatta with 
8 other units from the middle to the 
top of the North Island.

Every year we train with a Yachting 
New Zealand qualified instructor 
in Levels 1 - 3, and hold Learn To 
Sail weekends where the girls gain 
confidence in the water and learn to 
handle Optimists, which are small 
single sail boats.  

During the summer terms we also 
train our girls in swimming, lifesaving, 
rowing, canoeing, safety boat handling, 
as well as safety on the water, and 
caring for your crew.

Safety is paramount in all activities. 
The girls are supplied with the 
essential safety equipment and 
the training to allow them to put to 
sea safely and handle many of the 
situations they might face while on the 
water.

Eight to 11 year olds train in 
Optimists, and the older girls train in 
Sunbursts and Cutters. When they are 
of an age to participate in training with 
outside organisations, we encourage 
and fund them to attend courses 
such as Comprehensive First Aid, Day 
Skipper, VHF Radio, Coastguard Safety 
Boat Training, and 10 Day Spirit of NZ 
Voyage For Youth. 

In winter the girls learn land-based 
skills such as bushcraft, compass 
work, topographical maps, navigation 
- chartwork, rigging, flagwork, knots, 
tramping, and cooking outdoors.

To find out more about this local 
group, see http://www.youngmariners.
org.nz/or email whangārei@
youngmariners.org.nz

Sunbursts and Cutters racing Rowing races
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WHANGAREI HEADS 
EXCAVATORS

•  House Sites
•  Driveways
•  Retaining 

Walls
•  Concrete
and loads more

Call Vic: 436 5638 | 021 207 3732
Gift Vouchers Available

Times shown in bold have been adjusted to New Zealand daylight saving time.
Information courtesy of LINZ • www.linz.govt.nz
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206 Beach Road
Onerahi, Whangarei
Reservations  
09 436 2985
Open for dinner  
Wed to Sat  
from 6pm

An exquisite dining experience in  
warm comfortable surrounds on the 
water’s edge of Whangarei Harbour
A well balanced menu with honest, 
unfussy, modern new zealand  
cuisine using french influences
A concise wine & beer list  
knowledgeably chosen to  
complement the food

www.topsail.co.nz

House sites, Driveways, Retaining Walls, 
Transport Tractors and Machinery

Phone Jim: 021 932 105
or After hours: 09 436 2338

E. admin@onerahigarage.co.nz

1 CHURCH ST
ONERAHI

T. 09 436 5971

WOF, REPAIRS, 

SERVICING, CAMBELTS, 

TYRES, BATTERIES, 

BRAKES, WELDING, 

NEW TRAILER  SALES

PICK UP/DROP OFF,  COURTESY CARS

The Bible story of the Good Samaritan is about a tourist 
who was mugged by a gang of thugs - they beat him up, 
robbed him, stole his clothes, and left him for dead beside 
the road. Passing pedestrians crossed the road to avoid the 
victim, until  at last a passer-by from Samaria stopped, helped 
the man up, gave him clothes and medical aid, and found a 
place for him to stay. This rescuer’s kindness led to him going 
down in history as the Good Samaritan.

Onerahi resident Bruce Fisher told me that he saw awards 
and honours being given to people whose good works got a 
lot of publicity, but noticed that the quiet good deeds of many 
others weren’t acknowledged. So he decided that Onerahi 
needed an award to recognise its local Good Samaritans who 
helped in the community with no thought of reward, but just 
because they wanted to. 

That was five years ago. He donated a piece of pounamu 
that was given to his family by a Ngai Tahu carver. Bruce had 
it engraved with the inscription: 

Te Wai-A-Ariki Onerahirahi Good Samaritan Award and 
mounted it on a gnarled swamp manuka root from Poutu 
Point on the Kaipara Harbour. The pounamu represents the 
value of goodwill; the manuka represents the many branches 
of community.

The first person to receive the award, in 2016, was Leo 
Cummings; 2017’s recipient was Jerome Tito.

In 2018 Jenny Blasingame’s work in the community and 

Onerahi’s Good 
Samaritan 

supporting the food forest was recognised when she was 
awarded Good Samaritan of the year.

And last year, the person who came up with the award 
idea was presented with his own trophy at the Onerahi Food 
Forest’s fourth birthday celebration. Bruce Fisher (above)
was named Good Samaritan of 2019 for his work in the 
community - delivering firewood to the needy, giving people 
a ride home, assisting with the Friendship Club, doing odd 
jobs, and generally helping. His name will join the others on 
the trophy, and Bruce will be remembered as a true Good 
Samaritan.

Heather Bell

Bruce Fisher
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Tree Care Specialists
www.treework.co.nz Branching Out Tree Care Ltd

09 436 4466
www.treework.co.nz

Mobile: 027 565 7794 or 0508 ARBORIST 
(272 67478)Email: p_r.gosling@xtra.co.nz

Consultants, Practioners & Data Collection

• All Aspects of Tree Work
• Complete Removals & Cleanup
• Experienced & Qualified Crew
• Horticultural Industry Trainer
• Stump Grinding
• Public Liability Cover
• Chipping & Mulching
• Specialist Climbing Team

• Large and Difficult Trees
• Single or Massive Projects

• Will beat other Quotes by 5%

Qualified Arborist
Ambassador for Trees - NZ

Arborists - Tree Surgeons
Phone us for prompt, personal services & quality workmanship

PAUL GOSLING - ARBORIST

Practitioners

Mother’s Day is on Sunday 10 May, and it’s a great time 
to treat your mum like a Queen for the day. Shop-bought 
presents are nice, but taking time to make a gift or card 
to show your mum how special she is to you is even nicer, 
because it comes from your heart (and doesn’t cost a lot).  

If you are looking for gifts, garden centres are a great 
place to get a living present that will give lasting pleasure. 
Chocolates and yummy treats are always welcome too. 
And vouchers for beauty salons, art classes, or adventure 
experiences could be gifts that your mum would enjoy.

HEY KIDS! We would love to see cards you make for 
your mum - tell her why she’s special to you, and we’ll 

Mother’s Day

publish photos of as many as we can fit in the next issue 
of this magazine. You can email us a photo of your card to 
OnerahiOrbitMagazine@gmail.com by 11 May for the June 
issue.

Heather Bell

Gateway to the North

www.whangareiairport.co.nz

• Helicopter: TwinCoast 

• Secure Parking provided by ‘Lock and Fly’

• Recreational Flight Training and Flying

• Aircraft Maintenance

• The Apron Café

Scheduled Air Services 
Linking to the World
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St Stephen's Anglican Church
Text/call Paul Doherty 021 1894797

CHURCH –
who we are, not where we go!

RAUMATI CRESCENT CHAPEL
SUNDAY 9.30am Communion Service

11.00am Teaching Ministry

MONDAY 10.15am Sit Fit

WEDNESDAY (2nd) 10.30am Ladies' Bible Study
(4th) 10.30am Ladies' Friendly Hour

THURSDAY (every 2nd) 1.30pm Knitting Group
wool donations gladly accepted
contact Maureen at 436 2355 for info.

Sundays 10am Raurimu Ave School Hall
ONERAHI  COMMUNITY CHURCH

I live by faith in the Son of
God who loved me and gave

Himself for me.
Galatians 2:20b

C o n t a c t :  h e l l o. o n e c c @ g m a i l . c o m

135 Onerahi Road • Office:  438 1667 
Sunday Worship @ 9.30am. All Welcome!

Mainly Music in the Church Hall – Every Wednesday 
10am (during school term). $4 per family 

Tuesday Games in Church Hall – 2nd & 4th Tuesday 
1.30pm (winter months only) 

Contact Nancy Dodds -  436 1444

Easter is one of the major events of 
the Christian calendar and is rich in 
meaning. The founder of Christianity, 
Jesus Christ, is celebrated around the 
world with church services, parades and 
special foods. It is the best time of the 
year for chocolate lovers as multitudes 
of tasty treats flood the shops.

Easter is entwined in our culture to 
the point of being honoured with a 
greatly appreciated long weekend, even 
though the general population has little 
idea what the holiday is really about. 
Easter, rightly understood, celebrates 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, and 
those events prove that He is the 
greatest hero in history. 

As the Easter weekend progresses, 
the sadness of His death on Good 
Friday is replaced by the joy of His 
resurrection on Easter Sunday, and the 
Christian is reminded that his/her faith 

is profoundly optimistic. If one word 
was selected to sum up the meaning of 
Easter then it could easily be the word, 
“victory.” 

Jesus’ death and resurrection proves 
that God loves the human race and that 
His love is powerful. A relationship with 
God is available to us and heaven’s door 
is open when we come to Him on the 
basis of Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf.

Pastor Wayne Johns of Onerahi 
Community Church.

Celebrating Easter
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1 Reotahi Rd, Whangarei Heads • Ph: 09 434 0866

Mon -Tues 7.30am to 3pm, Wed - Thurs 8am to 2pm
Fri, Sat, Sun 7.30am to 4pm.

• Home-made pies
• All food made on site
• Cabinet food
• Vegan
• Vegetarian and Gluten Free
 available
• Tahi coffee beans – NZ blended 

School News
ONERAHI PRIMARY

Kia ora nga 
tangata o 
Onerahirahi! As 
2020 explodes out 
of the gates, we 
have a small group 
of students who 
would like to share 
their experiences 
from Term One. We 
will be hearing from 
Eden (Year 5) who 
has been with us 
since Year 1, Troy 
(Year 1) who is at 
the beginning of his 

journey, and Zephton (Year 6) who is new 
to both Whangārei and our school this 
year.
What are some highlights from the 
beginning of the year?

Eden: I’m just enjoying hanging out 
with a new mix of people and teachers, 
and continuing my learning from last 
year. I was nervous but excited to take 
part in E-Pro 8 technology challenge. I 
enjoyed competing with other schools 
but I also found it very challenging. We 
also got to explore Dragonfly Springs, a 
local wetland just behind our school, and 
help water the plants.

Troy: I like my new classroom because 
it has lots of things to build with. I like 
swimming because I like trying to swim 
underwater. I can even open my eyes 
and it is really clear. 

Zephton: I have loved getting to meet 
new people, everyone is so friendly. 
Camp was in Auckland and a great place 
to hang out with my new friends. We 
challenged ourselves. I liked the go-karts 

because it was all about speed and the 
crashes.
What learning are you proud of so far?

Eden: I am proud of my learning 
around measurement, especially around 
litres and millilitres. This also helped me 
when measuring how much water we 
used to water the plants at Dragonfly 
Springs. We are learning about rats 
right now and I was impressed to find 
out about some of their strengths, like 
balancing on the thin edge of cardboard.

Troy: I am super proud of my building. 
I don’t know what to call it but it had a 
roller. I can now be a starfish in the pool 
floating across the water.

Zephton: I am most proud of my camp 
writing because I chucked in lots of 
descriptive words. That is something I 
have found difficult in the past.
What are you looking forward to?

Eden: Definitely Year 5 camp, that 
is number one. It will be like a giant 
sleepover with heaps of people. We 
will be going to Pataua North. I am also 
looking forward to being a peer mediator 
(helping other people in the playground) 
and Show Quest. I was in Show Quest 
last year and loved being in front of an 
audience.

Troy: I hope we get to play in the rain 
because I love making the puddles go 
splash!

Zephton: I love sports so I am looking 
forward to basketball, swimming sports, 
winter sports, rugby… anything that gets 
me moving and having fun.

As a final note, we have also started 
up a new video series that shares stories 
from our school. These are available on 
our Facebook page, our school website, 
and on YouTube.

Thank you for your ongoing support 
and interest in the success of our 
learners. He waka eke noa.

 

 
 
 

CITIZENS ADVICE
BUREAU WHANGAREI

If you are in doubt as to your 
rights, come and ask us.

If you know your rights, 
less can go wrong!

“Is that legal?”

“There must be someone who can
help me?”

“What a rip o�! Can I get 
my money back?” 

09 438 8046   |   0800 367 222
whangarei@cab.org.nz

www.cab.org.nz

Te Pou Whakawhirinaki O Aotearoa

Te Pou Whakawhirinaki
O Aotearoa

Floor 2, 69 Bank Street
Whangarei
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Sawmill machinery for sale
• Bandsaws
• Breast Bench Saw
• Wood Chipper
• Electric Motors
• Planer Machine

Factory Lane, Hikurangi 0114 • Phone: 09 433 8555 • Email: noelherman@xtra.co.nz

Herman Timber Limited

Macrocarpa slabs and Japanese Cedar Timber

Timber for sale
• Pine Timber untreated and 

treated, rough sawn and 
machined.

• Fence Battens
• Decking Timber

Herman Timber Limited

School News
WHANGĀREI HEADS SCHOOL

RAURIMU AVENUE SCHOOL

Whangārei Heads School is excited to 
start the year with building renovations 
complete and a sharp, new look.

This includes the school pool, where 
pupils have enjoyed daily swimming 
lessons over the hot summer months, 
during and after school hours, along 
with the NZ Water Safe programme 
where students worked on water 
survival techniques.

The school swimming sports day gave 
every child the opportunity to challenge 
their ability and compete for house team 
points, the focus being on participation. 

This was attended by many parents and 
grandparents who admired the new 
facilities.

Jointly hosting Zone Swimming Sports 
with Parua Bay School in March gave 
another opportunity to show the new 
facilities to the community. Some very 
talented swimmers enjoyed challenging 
Parua Bay’s finest, with the winners 
going on to compete at the Whangārei 
Primary School event.

By the end of term 1, every child 
in the school will have been on class 
camp. Years 7 and 8 had a fantastic 

Raurimu Avenue School has a big 
focus on CARE values.

C – Creative Learner; A – Always Kind; 
R – Respect; and E – Everyone Matters. 
Staff are making sure that all new 
students understand and constantly 
show these values. They are not just for 
school, but for all areas of life.

When students are caught displaying 
one of the values, they are given a 
colour-coded ticket to go in that values 
jar. Every fortnight at assembly, a 
ticket is pulled out of each jar and that 
student wins a prize.

experience at ‘The Farm’ in Whangaruru, 
Years 0-2 stayed at the Baptist Camp, 
Years 3 and 4 at Pataua North and 
Years 5 and 6 to Tangihua Lodge.

These camps are an important time to 
build friendships with new classmates 
and for students to challenge 
themselves through new experiences. 

The school’s main fundraiser - 
the Funky Fish Diving and Fishing 
Competition - has just taken place and 
Whangārei Heads School would like to 
thank the community for supporting the 
event. 

Principal Jodi Edwards 
presenting Reef Smith 
with his prize in the Funky 
Fishing competition.

Andrew Caldwell-Smith 
with his prize.

Abigail Gwilliam and Molly 
Dennis holding up fish for 
auction.

Macy Kake and Grace Woods hold up fish 
for the auction.

At the end of each term, the student 
with the most tickets for each value is 
awarded a trophy.

These values have formed a big part 
of school life and were brought about 
through consultation with the school 

community, ato represent what they felt 
was important. 

The students have embraced the 
CARE values, and work hard to show, 
and help others show them.


